SEER GREEN PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

HELD ON WEDNESDAY 5th DECEMBER 2012 COMMENCING AT 7.30 pm

Present:
Cllr D Scourfield (Chairman), Cllr J Forsaith, Cllr C Hughes, Cllr A Anderson and Cllr R Darlington. 
In attendance: 
Mrs E Bates (Clerk).  

1. OPEN SESSION:  No members of the public attended.  
2. Apologies for absence: Cllr B Kane, Cllr M Thomas, Cllr O Davison-Oakley and Cllr N Rothwell.
Approval of Minutes of the previous meeting:  The minutes were approved by Cllr J Forsaith and Cllr Hughes.
Update on Actions from Previous Meeting:  
· The War Memorial has been installed today.
Matters arising from the previous meeting not listed on the Agenda:  Nothing to add.
Risk Inspections:  Two large branches had fallen in the entrance to the cemetery, one a conifer and one deciduous.  An arboriculturalist will be called to advise on reducing the height of the conifers, or if necessary their removal.  (Action – Cllr Hughes) 
3. DECLARATION OF INTEREST:  No declarations of interest were made.
4. Correspondence:
· Land Registry have confirmed the land owner for the strip of woodland at the rear of Green Wood.
· The contractor who clears litter in Seer Green had asked for a small increase in his hourly rate from April 2013.  This was approved. (Action – Clerk)
5. Finance  

Payments amounting to             

      £2,519.61 
Income 




             £0.00
Balance for No.2 account


      £8,102.00

Closing balances (unconfirmed)  

    £80,329.57
Approval of the half-year accounts, Long Term Plan and precept requirement
The Council approved the budget for 2013/14 and agreed not to increase the precept.  A letter requesting the precept of £41,500 will be sent to CDC.   (Action – Cllr Scourfield)  The Long Term Plan was also approved and a prioritised list for Pavilion improvements will now be prepared.  (Action – Clerk)
6.
Planning
Notices of new planning applications continue to be displayed on the notice board and website.  
Permitted
CH/2012/0590/FA
Greenoaks, Bottom Lane, Seer Green, HP9 2UH


Demolition of existing house and erection of two replacement dwellings.

Parish Council objection due to the size and scale in Established Residential Areas of Special Character
CH/2012/1451/TP
Woodland at Green Wood , School Lane, Seer Green 


Felling of various marked trees close to footpaths - all protected by a Tree Preservation Order.


CH/2012/1492/FA
Grove Cottage, Bottom Lane, Seer Green, HP9 2UH 


Part two storey/part first floor rear extension and alterations to fenestration.


CH/2012/1501/SA
12 Highlands Road, Seer Green, HP9 2XN  


Application for a Certificate of Lawfulness for a proposed operation consisting of the widening of the vehicular access and the laying of additional hardstanding to enlarge the driveway.


The Parish Council resolved to write to CDC about application CH/2012/1646/FA Highclere Field Stables, Newbarn Lane, retention of two existing stables and erection of two stable blocks, laying of hardstanding.  This was agreed primarily because of concerns about the car park development in the adjacent field which is in the Green Belt.  (Action – Planning Sub-Committee)
7.
PRINCIPAL AGENDA ITEMS

i. cemetery driveway: It was agreed that a new tarmac driveway with granite sett edging will be installed.  A meeting with the contractor will be held in January.  (Action – Clerk, Cllr Scourfield, Cllr Hughes)  It was unclear whether planning permission will be required for the driveway, advice will be sought from the Duty Planning Officer at CDC.  (Action – Cllr Scourfield)  It was agreed that granite paving to match the War Memorial will be ordered to cover the cement slab that the memorial sits on.  (Action – Cllr Scourfield)  It was also agreed that white wooden posts and a chain link fence will surround the memorial, and a path up to the memorial will be installed from inside the cemetery.  An illustration will be drawn to agree the position.  (Action – Clerk)
8.
UPDATES ON OTHER MATTERS (Reports by Exception)
i. JUBILEE HALL: The Parish Council, as Sole Trustee, has invited the School Academy to be a joint trustee with the council for Jubilee Hall (known as Seer Green Village Hall, Charity No.300321). A reply is expected after their transfer to Academy status in January 2013. The hall committee will meet in January to agree the schedule of works for the next 12 months.  When the work to the cemetery driveway is undertaken the contractor will be asked to fill potholes that are beginning to form in Jubilee Hall car park.  (Action – Clerk)
ii. PARISH COUNCIL PROPERTIES, LAND AND SERVICES:  A quotation was approved for woodland management in Green Wood. Consent for this work has already been approved by CDC’s Planning Department.   (Action – Cllr Hughes)  The Parish Council has received one quote for spiking the recreation ground to improve drainage and will now seek two others. (Action – Clerk)   Dog fouling continues to be an ongoing issue at the Recreation Ground and complaints have been received from the football teams and residents.  An article will be put in the next Newsletter and requested for the local paper.  (Action – Clerk)
9.
Any Other Business:    Plumbing work, including a boiler service will be requested for the Pavilion.  (Action – Cllr Anderson)
Next Meeting – The Parish Council Meeting will be held on Wednesday 2nd January 2013, at 7.30pm in the Parish Church Hall in School Lane.
The minutes are also available on the Parish Council website at www.seergreenparishcouncil.gov.uk. 
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