SEER GREEN PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

HELD ON TUESDAY 4th APRIL 2021 COMMENCING AT 7.30 pm
Present:  
Cllr M Thomas (Chairman), Cllr L Hungin, Cllr T Norton, Cllr N Baddeley, Cllr O Davison-Oakley, Cllr J Holder and Cllr A Anderson. 
In attendance:  Mr A Quelch, Mrs E Bates (Clerk). 

I. OPEN SESSION: A resident raised a number of concerns about planning application FA/21/0867/FA, 72 Farmers Way, Seer Green, HP9 2YY which the Parish Council agreed to discuss further.
The Parish Council reflected on the very sad loss of our MP Dame Cheryl Gillan who died at the weekend.  She had provided valuable help and support to the Parish Council over the last few years. Condolences will be formally given.  (Action – Cllr Thomas)
II. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:  Cllr J Smith and Cllr C Hughes.

Approval of Minutes of the previous meeting:  The minutes for the March meeting were approved by Cllr Norton and Cllr Davison-Oakley.  The minutes were duly signed as a correct record of the meeting.  This meeting was held via videoconferencing.

Update on Actions from Previous Meeting:  
	COUNCILLOR/

CLERK
	ACTION
	OUTCOME

	Thomas
	To write a letter to Cllr Chokkar (with Cllrs Butcher and Patel in copy) regarding parking issues around the Public House’s following installation of the double yellow lines in the village centre, designed by Buckinghamshire Council.
	ONGOING: As dangerous parking in the centre of the village is not an issue during lockdown, this has been put on hold until such time as the pubs reopen and the problem presumably resurfaces.

Action: MT

	Clerk
	To submit a claim for damage sustained to the concrete shed at The Rec.
	Claim submitted.  Awaiting response from insurance company. 

	Hungin
	Production of new lease for the Montessori/Nursery School.
	WORK IN PROGRESS:  The proposed purchaser has been withdrawn from the sale of the Montessori School and the owner is now negotiating with another party interested in its purchase.  Awaiting confirmation as to whether this will proceed. ACTION: LH

	Thomas
	Replacement of rusting shackles on one of the bird nest swings and repairs to surfacing
	PENDING: Following cancellation in March of the work to be carried out due to unsuitable weather conditions, contact will be made with Playground Facilities for a new date for repairs to surfacing, replacement of rusting shackles and inspection of all shackles. ACTION: MT/TN

	Hughes
	To carry out Health & Safety inspection for March and raise any maintenance issues
	To be discussed under Agenda item III (i) and (ii)

	Hughes
	Fallen tree in Green Wood overhanging the path.
	WORK IN PROGRESS: To be dealt with when tree surgeons are next doing work for the Council.  . ACTION: CH

	Clerk
	The outdoor gym and MVAS need cleaning.
	Added to list and to be discussed under Agenda item IX(i)

	Holder
	To prepare and send a new lease for hire for the Jubilee Hall to the school.
	WORK IN PROGRESS: Still in process.  . ACTION: JH

	Clerk/Thomas
	Details of when outstanding drainage work will be completed will be requested.
	ONGOING: Report produced and request made at Community Board meeting to escalate to Service Director level.  Information also requested at Clerks Meeting.  To date no feedback received.

	Clerk/Hungin
	Grant from Community Board for upgraded CCTV at the Pavilion so car registration numbers can be captured and better quality images obtained.
	WORK IN PROGRESS: Meeting held with Matrix to obtain cost.  Ani Sultan (Community Board) confirmed 2 quotations would be required from different companies.  Awaiting specification.

ACTION: LH/AA - Additional quotation required.

	Clerk
	Reminder to the Montessori that all materials to be removed from the Lobby area at weekends.
	ONGOING: New owners will be informed



	Smith
	Adoption of the new Allotment Association agreement.
	To be discussed at a future Parish Council meeting.

	Hughes
	Tree work still to be completed following Nick Dunbar’s annual inspection.
	WORK PENDING: Two quotations for the outstanding work have been received.  The quotation submitted by Fineland Forestry has been accepted and the work will be completed in June.

	Norton/Anderson
	Production of an emergency light testing procedure sheet.

Fire risk policy to be prepared to document the status of the risk assessment and the ongoing procedure for maintaining the assessment.
	WORK IN PROGRESS

	Davison-Oakley/

Norton/Smith/

Hungin
	To set up Cllrs Norton, Smith and Hungin as online signatories
	ONGOING: Mandates now being set up so payments by electronic transfer can commence at the beginning of the new financial year; initially with ODO and MT as co-signatories but then propose adding in order TN, LH, AA and JS.

	Clerk
	Water meter to be read and water company informed of that reading.
	Meter reading taken showed extremely high usage against previously estimated readings.  Water company will be informed. 
ACTION: Requires further discussion with Councillors to agree how to proceed and monitor usage going forward. Further reading to be taken.  ACTION: AA

	Anderson
	A CCTV system specification to be written and agreed so that a further quotation can be requested as per Buckinghamshire Council’s grant eligibility requirements.
	WORK IN PROGRESS

	Thomas
	Quotation to be obtained for the repainting of gates, fences, etc. as identified in the Village Maintenance list discussed at the meeting.
	To be discussed under Agenda Item IX(i) and actions agreed.

	Thomas
	Redecoration to the Pavilion
	WORK IN PROGRESS:  Quotations obtained and date for commencement of this work awaiting outcome of sale of Montessori School.

	Anderson
	Further investigation of drainage issues in a small area of the Recreation Ground
	WORK IN PROGRESS


Matters arising from the previous meeting not listed on the Agenda:  No matters were arising.
III. MONTHLY RISK INSPECTIONS:    
i. Health and Safety Issues identified and recommended actions:  Cllr Hughes has completed the March Health and Safety inspection.  It was agreed to get the loose memorial stone in the Cemetery reinstated and as there are no known family members the Parish Council will pay for the work.  (Action – Clerk) A large hole has formed on the Recreation Ground near the boundary with the allotments which needs filling.  (Action – Cllr Thomas)  Cllr Smith will be asked to discuss a few of the noted issues with the Allotment Association.  (Action – Cllr Thomas)  Cllr Norton will carry out the April inspection.  (Action – Cllr Norton)    
ii. Maintenance issues identified and recommended actions:  It was noted that a number of graves would benefit from being topped up with soil.  As each grave is subject to a deed of grant it would be for the family to organise this work.  
IV. OTHER HEALTH AND SAFETY ISSUES:  No further issues were raised.
V. DECLARATION OF INTEREST: There were no declarations of interest.
VI. Correspondence:  
· A resident raised an issue with anti-social behaviour regarding dog fouling issues in Long Grove.  Signs have been put up and the situation will be monitored

· A volunteer from The Chiltern Society has kindly offered help in Seer Green. A meeting will be arranged with Cllr Hughes to look at work in Green Wood.  (Action – Clerk)
· A letter had been received from the land owner of the field at the back of Howard Crescent assuring help to alleviate recent flooding.  They will be contacted to discuss possible courses of action.  (Action – Clerk)
· A letter had been received from Bucks Council stating that £3,465.45 will be paid for Community Infrastructure Levy from the development of a house in Manor Crescent.  Councillors were asked for their suggestions for village improvements.  (Action – All Councillors)
· Election information is available on the Parish Council website.
· Requests have been made to use the Recreation Ground for group activities.  These were agreed as long as they do not interfere with football who have paid for the hire of the ground.  They will also be asked to ensure they inspect the area of ground they are planning to use immediately before their activity commences, that they have adequate insurance, they leave the area in the state that they found it and they are aware that we have no liability for dog owners who use the area during the activity.  (Action – Cllr Holder, Clerk)
· Following a request to temporarily relocate the MVAS to Longbottom Lane during the School holidays it was agreed that it was appreciated in its current location and before it could be moved further investigation was needed.
VII. Finance: 

From 3rd March to 31st March 2021:-

Payments amounting to:-          
  


      
£10,963.08
Income received:-




   
       
     £140.00
The closing bank balances at 31st March 2021 totalled:-          
£66,150.31
A quotation was approved to replace the Raeside Close obsolete streetlight lantern with a Micro Highway Diamond LED lantern.  (Action – Clerk)
i. Montessori Rent:. It was agreed to increase the annual rent to £13,000 from September 2021.  (Action – Clerk)
ii. Payments by Direct Debit: It was agreed that direct debits will be set up for regular invoices  (Action – Clerk)   
iii. Appointment of Internal Auditor: It was agreed to appoint Mr E Newhouse as internal auditor for the 2020/21 accounts.  (Action – Clerk)     
VIII.   

Planning
It was agreed to object to planning application FA/21/0867/FA – 72 Farmers Way, Seer Green, HP9 2YY following a review of the plans and a number or resident concerns. (Action – Cllr Hungin, Cllr Norton, Clerk) Notices of new planning applications continue to be displayed on the notice-board and website.  
Permitted

PL/21/0366/FA
Gwendoline Cottage, 24 Gurnells Road, Seer Green, HP9 2XJ

Two storey side extension, part two storey, part single storey rear extension, demolition of existing garage and new vehicular access.

PL/21/0261/FA
St Martins, 45 Long Grove, Seer Green, HP9 2YN

First floor rear extension and single storey rear extension.

PL/21/0152/FA
3 Wood Pond Close, Seer Green, HP9 2XG

Single storey rear extension and garage conversion.

PL/21/0104/FA
Rowan Cottage, 54 Chalfont Road, Seer Green, HP9 2QP

Single storey side extension, porch canopy, additional rooflights and front window, changes to existing windows and doors.

PL/21/0153/FA
22 Farmers Way, Seer Green, HP9 2YX

Demolition of existing conservatory and erection of a single storey rear extension (Retrospective).

PL/20/4422/FA
Ardmore, Long Grove, Seer Green, HP9 2QH

Part two, part single storey rear / infill extension, two storey front infill extension, new entrance portico, new roof with skylights and dormers to loft to provide additional loft accommodation. Extension to garage to provide habitable accommodation, changes to doors and windows, change to vehicular access. (Amendments to approved application Reference PL/19/3962/FA)

PL/20/4435/FA
Whitethorn House, Long Grove, Seer Green, HP9 2QH.

Demolition of existing dwelling and erection of two dwellings, plot 1 with a detached garage and new vehicular access.

IX.
PRINCIPAL AGENDA ITEMS:

i. village maintEnance: A list of maintenance work required in the village had been prepared.  An insurance claim for damage to the Pavilion shed is still ongoing, when the repair has been agreed a quotation will be requested for the repainting of gates/fences. (Action – Cllr Thomas)   It was agreed to paint the streetlight on Chalfont Road opposite the entrance to Manor Road.  Suggestions for another streetlight to be repainted were requested.  (Action – Councillors)  The playground equipment and outdoor fitness equipment will be cleaned during the Easter holidays.  (Action – Cllr Holder, Cllr Hungin, Clerk)
ii. pavilion HEALTH, SAFETY AND FIRE DOCUMENTS:  The Pavilion Fire Risk Assessment, Fire Alarm procedure, Fire Zone chart and Health & Safety document had been updated and an Emergency Lighting testing procedure had been prepared.  Feedback on the documents was requested.   (Action – Cllr Anderson, Cllr Hungin, Cllr Norton)
X.
UPDATES ON OTHER MATTERS (Reports by Exception)

i. JUBILEE HALL:   The Jubilee Hall Sub-Committee had agreed not to reopen the hall to general hirers until at least Step 3 of the Governments Roadmap which will be no earlier than 17 May 2021.  The situation will be reviewed for a final decision at the next meeting on 27th April 2021.   A Covid grant for £4,000 had been applied for and half of the fund had so far been received.
ii. PAVILION: Sixteen ceiling lights have been replaced with new LED lights.    
iii. PARISH COUNCIL PROPERTIES, open spaces AND SERVICES:  The laurel in Green Meadow will be cut back to give the neighbour more light.  (Action – Clerk) 
Cricket at the Recreation Ground: Unfortunately the Regals Cricket Club could not meet the terms and conditions for playing at the Recreation Ground so the offer has now been withdrawn.  Enquiries have been made by another Cricket Club which will be discussed when more information has been received.  Annual Playground Inspection: The annual playground inspection company will be agreed and scheduled.  (Action – Cllr Norton, Clerk)
XI.
information items:  There were no items to report  
The meeting closed at 9.35pm
Next Meeting – The Parish Council AGM will be held on Tuesday 11th May 2021, at 7.15pm followed by the Parish Council Meeting at 7.30pm venue to be advised.    
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