SEER GREEN PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

HELD ON WEDNESDAY 7th MAY 2014 COMMENCING AT 7.30 pm

Present:
Cllr D Scourfield (Chairman), Cllr J Forsaith, Cllr R Darlington, Cllr M Thomas,                  Cllr C Hughes, Cllr A Anderson, and Cllr J Richardson.
In attendance: 
Mr T Harding, Mr I Hawes and Mrs E Bates (Clerk).  

1.  OPEN SESSION:   A resident came to raise concerns about the tree roots that had raised the surface of the footpath to the station, making it uneven.  As the footpath surfacing is tarmac, it is the responsibility of Bucks County Council (BCC) and the resident was encouraged to raise the issue with them, as it has already been reported by the Parish Council.
2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: Cllr B Kane and Cllr O Davison-Oakley.

Approval of Minutes of the previous meeting:  The minutes were approved by Cllr Richardson and Cllr Hughes.

Update on Actions from Previous Meeting:  
· A resident had previously come to raise concerns about the traffic speeding through the village and it was suggested that a petition could be sent to the Police and BCC, to help with measures to reduce the speed of the traffic.  A reminder will be sent to the resident concerned asking for their suggestions for the petition. (Action – Clerk)  
· A quotation needs to be requested for the reduction in height of the trees in the strip of land between the cemetery fence and the rear gardens of houses in Seer Mead. (Action – Cllr Hughes)
· The flower box for the white gate on Chalfont Road has now been constructed.  Once the gate has been painted the flower box will be installed.  The contractor responsible for painting the gate will be requested to carry out the work as soon as possible. (Action – Cllr Hughes)
· The clause for the allotment agreement (that it prohibits people from bringing rubbish to the site) has now been agreed and will be forwarded to the Chairman of the Allotments Association for his approval and inclusion into the agreement.  (Action – Cllr Hughes)
· The parking issues have been monitored at the Recreation Ground and Park Place and no further issues have been reported.
· The Local Area Forum (LAF) will not support the street lighting application; therefore contact will be made to determine what project they will be interested in supporting.  (Action – Clerk)  A previous LAF had agreed to fund further seating in Green Meadow but no official paperwork has been received.   Contact will be made with BCC for permission to place an order for the seating.  (Action – Clerk)  
· It was agreed to deliver a smaller limited edition of the Parish Magazine provided it fits within the Autumn Newsletter.

Matters arising from the previous meeting not listed on the Agenda:  No matters were arising.
Risk Inspections:  A comprehensive visual inspection was conducted and recorded in the Risk Assessment. The May inspection will be conducted by Cllr Forsaith.
3. DECLARATION OF INTEREST:  There were no declarations of interest.
4. Correspondence:
· A letter had been received from Rt. Hon. Cheryl Gillan MP asking for any points we wish to submit before her speech for the second reading of the HS2 Hybrid Bill.  A response was submitted.
· A resident had raised concerns of traffic speed in Chalfont Road.  The resident will be informed of plans for a petition to be sent to BCC/Police.  (Action – Clerk)
· Chiltern District Council (CDC) sent information about their Community Grant Aid Scheme 2014/15.  It was agreed that a funding will be applied for replacement safety surfacing under the Trio Venturer climbing frame. (Action – Cllr Thomas)
· LocalWorks (who campaign to implement the Sustainable Communities Act) asked for support of Sevenoaks Town Council proposal, which is:"that the government take the necessary action to allow a percentage of Business Rates to be paid direct to Parish and Town Councils for the benefit of local economic growth."  It was agreed to support this proposal.  (Action – Clerk)
· A member of Seer Green Gardeners had raised concerns that the snowdrops planted around the War Memorial were cut back too early. The cutting time for the snowdrops will be reviewed next year.
· BCC had invited councillors to a meeting about devolved services in Aston Clinton on 27th May.  Councillors will advise the Clerk if they can attend.  (Action – Cllr Forsaith, Cllr Richardson)
· The Facilities Manager of Perkin Elmer had offered staff to do one day of community work in village, anytime from now until late September.  It was agreed to accept their kind offer and a list of work cutting back foliage is to be agreed.  (Action - Councillors, Clerk)
5.
Finance  
Payments (from main account) amounting to             £5,597.35
Income 




           £22,392.00

Closing balances



           £69,232.20
A transfer will be made to the deposit account.  (Action  - Clerk)
i. Approval of annual accounts and governance statement for 2013/14: The 2013/14 annual accounts were presented by the Chairman and the income and expenditure for the past twelve months was discussed.  The accounts were approved by the Parish Council.  The separate accounts for Jubilee Hall were also presented, approved and signed.  The Council approved the annual audit governance statement and it was duly signed by the Chairman and the Clerk.   Mr Ernest Newhouse had agreed to conduct the Council’s internal audit on 21st May. (Action – Cllr Scourfield, Cllr Forsaith, Clerk) 

6. 
Planning
Notices of new planning applications continue to be displayed on the notice board and website.  Residents had raised concerns about the fencing that had been put on the highway edge of the verge outside the Green Oaks development on Bottom Lane. Contact will be made with CDC Planning department about the license and parking restriction for the site.  (Action – Cllr Darlington)
Permitted

CH/2014/0329/TP 
Bramwell House, Seer Mead, Seer Green, HP9 2QL


Crown reduction of six beech trees protected by a Tree Preservation Order.
 

CH/2014/0425/VRC
Greenoaks, Bottom Lane, Seer Green, HP9 2UH


Minor Material Amendment - Variation of Conditions 13 and 16 of planning permission CH/2012/1940/FA so as to allow an extension to the existing basement footprint and alterations to fenestration.

Refused
CH/2014/0400/FA
48 Howard Crescent, Seer Green, HP9 2XP


Demolition of existing single storey rear section and erection of single storey side/rear extension incorporating habitable space in the loft with the insertion of three dormer windows to the south-east roof slope.
7.
UPDATES ON OTHER MATTERS (Reports by Exception)

i. JUBILEE HALL: A minor accident in the hall had been reported through the accident report form.  The next Jubilee Hall Committee meeting in May will discuss future capital projects.
ii. PARISH COUNCIL PROPERTIES, LAND AND SERVICES:  A quotation was approved for a new streetlight on the corner of Chalfont Road and Church Road.  As the streetlight is in a prominent village position, it was agreed to purchase a more decorative column with a swan neck lantern.  (Action – Clerk)  
9.
Any Other Business:  Complaints were made about the smell coming from the Wapsey’s Wood Landfill site. Contact will be made with Veolia about the smell.   (Action  - Clerk)  Contact will be made with Bucks, Bucks, Oxon Wildlife Trust to see if there is any progress in the transfer of Long Grove Wood.  (Action – Clerk)
Next Meeting – The next Parish Council meeting will be held on Wednesday 4th June 2014, at 7.30pm in the Parish Church Hall.      
The minutes are also available on the Parish Council website at www.seergreenparishcouncil.gov.uk.
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