SEER GREEN PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

HELD ON WEDNESDAY 7th NOVEMBER 2012 COMMENCING AT 7.30 pm

Present:
Cllr D Scourfield (Chairman), Cllr J Forsaith, Cllr B Kane, Cllr C Hughes, Cllr M Thomas,  Cllr O Davison-Oakley and Cllr A Anderson. 
In attendance: 
Mrs E Bates (Clerk).  

1. OPEN SESSION:  No members of the public attended.  
2. Apologies for absence: Cllr R Darlington and Cllr N Rothwell.
Approval of Minutes of the previous meeting:  The minutes were approved by Cllr J Forsaith and Cllr Kane.
Update on Actions from Previous Meeting:  
· Two quotations have been received for a potential resin-based surface for the cemetery driveway to add to three other quotations (i.e. tarmac, loose stone).  A sub-committee will meet to discuss all the quotations and agree which surface is the preferred option.  (Action – Cllr Scourfield, Cllr Forsaith, Cllr Kane, Cllr Hughes) 
· The War Memorial is being inscribed and will be delivered to the cemetery in the next few weeks.

Matters arising from the previous meeting not listed on the Agenda:  Nothing to add.
Risk Inspections:  A large birch tree had fallen in Green Wood but this is not encroaching on the footpath.  Concerns were raised about the recently reported dieback of ash, Charlara, which is a serious disease of ash trees caused by a fungus.  Details of the disease will be circulated by email.  (Action – Cllr Hughes) John Morris from the Chiltern Woodlands Project is attending a meeting to find out more about the issue and recommends that no new ash trees are planted.
3. DECLARATION OF INTEREST:  As Head teacher Cllr Davison-Oakley and as a School Governor Cllr J Forsaith both declared an interest in Jubilee Hall.  Cllr Anderson declared an interest in an application in Farmers Way as he is a neighbour and Cllr Thomas has a declared interest in an application at Highclere Stables as she is a customer.
4. Correspondence:
· Following a request from Dial a Ride asking for funding it was agreed that they would be informed that the council would not be making any charitable contribution to charities outside of the village.    (Action –Clerk)

· A complaint has been received from a Chalfont Road resident about dog fouling.

· Cllr Forsaith has sent a formal letter of resignation as Chairman of Jubilee Hall Sub Committee.
· Following receipt of a copy of a letter from a Long Grove resident to Bucks County Council it was agreed that a proposal for grasscrete (for the verge near the shops) would be considered as the next submission for BCC delegated budget.  (Action – Clerk)
5. Finance  

Payments amounting to             

    £16,795.38 
Income 




         £406.00
Balance for No.2 account


      £6,948.00

Closing balances (unconfirmed)  

    £81,589.95
Review of the half-year accounts, proposals for the 2013/14 draft budget and Long Term Plan
The half-year accounts were reviewed in detail and a draft of the 2013/2014 budget was circulated and discussed.  The Treasurer explained the accounts, reserve and surplus balances.  All final comments to be sent to Cllr Scourfield before the next meeting when the budget will be approved and the precept will be agreed.  (Action – All Councillors)  The Long Term Plan was also discussed and will be updated for final approval at the December meeting. (Action – Cllr Scourfield)
6.
Planning
Notices of new planning applications continue to be displayed on the notice board and website.  
Permitted
CH/2012/1233/FA
Birchland House, School Lane, Seer Green, HP9 2QJ    


Erection of a single storey garden building in association with main dwelling.

CH/2012/1239/FA
Cherries, 41 Howard Road, Seer Green, HP9 2XT


Single storey rear extension incorporating dormer window and roof extension to facilitate first floor accommodation, insertion of dormer window in front roof slope, erection of detached outbuilding, erection 
of porch and rear timber decking.

CH/2012/1251/FA
Idlewild, 30 Howard Crescent, Seer Green, HP9 2XP


First floor rear extension.

CH/2012/1293/FA
Newgale, 27 Howard Crescent, Seer Green, HP9 2XR   


Single storey side/rear extension.

CH/2012/1316/FA
Plot 1 and Plot 2 Formerly Squirrels Leap, Bottom Lane, Seer Green

Erection of two new dwellings each with detached garage, closure of existing access and construction of two new accesses to Bottom Lane.
CH/2012/1398/FA
Amble Cottage, 35 Howard Road, Seer Green, HP9 2XT

Single storey rear and front infill extensions, erection of replacement garage and roof extension

Refused

CH/2012/1252/FA
White Wells, School Lane, Seer Green, HP9 2UN


Demolition of existing dwelling and erection of replacement dwelling with attached triple garage incorporating first floor accommodation, front entrance gates and brick piers with associated hard standing.

The Parish Council discussed application CH/2012/1646/FA Highclere Field Stables, Newbarn Lane, retention of two existing stables and erection of two stable blocks, laying of hard standing and erection of fencing (part retrospective) was discussed.  It was agreed that the council would continue to oppose development in the greenbelt.  (Action – Planning Sub-Committee)
Chiltern District Council has advised that Chalfont St Giles Parish Council has applied to Chiltern District Council for the Parish of Chalfont St Giles to be declared a Neighbourhood Area under the Localism Act 2011.
7.
PRINCIPAL AGENDA ITEMS

i. COUNCILLOR RESPONSIBILITIES: It was agreed that Cllr Darlington would be asked to be a member of the Planning Sub-Committee and that Cllr Kane would become Chairman of Jubilee Hall Sub-Committee. (Action – Clerk)
ii. GREEN MEADOW SURVEY:  62 responses were received for the recent survey and Mr A Wilkie was the winner of £25.00 prize for completing the survey.  A poster thanking everyone for taking part in the survey will be placed on the notice board.  (Action – Clerk) A detailed report of the responses received and the next stages of the project will be presented at the December meeting.  (Action Cllr Thomas)
8.
UPDATES ON OTHER MATTERS (Reports by Exception)
i. JUBILEE HALL: Cllr Forsaith has resigned as Chairman of the Jubilee Hall Sub Committee due to his work as Governor of Seer Green school.  Cllr Forsaith was thanked for his considerable hard work during the last two years to improve the hall facilities.  Cllr Kane agreed to be the new Chairman. The roof lights have now been removed.  With the move for the school to Academy status Bucks. County Council is reviewing the ownership of land and properties.  The Parish Council, as Sole Trustee, unanimously agreed to invite the School Academy to be a joint trustee with the council for Jubilee Hall (known as Seer Green Village Hall, Charity No.300321).  An invitation will be sent to the Chairman of Governors.  (Action – Clerk)
ii. PARISH COUNCIL PROPERTIES, LAND AND SERVICES:  The Parish Council is still awaiting a quote for spiking the recreation ground to improve drainage. (Action – Clerk)   A revised quotation had been received to reduce the height of the blackthorn at the Recreation Ground near the allotments.  The quotation was approved.  (Action – Clerk)  It was reported that the Jolly Gerald see-saw is squeaking badly and needed maintenance.  (Action – Clerk)  It was reported that the Recreation Ground was covered in weeds and needed treating.  It was agreed that we will await a response from the Bucks/Berks Football Association who are keen to work with our local authorities on the development and management of grass pitches across the area.
9.
Any Other Business:    The footpath on Longbottom Lane from Bottom Lane to the Amersham Road is badly in need of clearing as the tarmac surface is now covered in mud.  Concerns should be reported to Bucks County Council by calling 0845 2302882.  Cllr Scourfield reported that the Bucks County Council Local Area Forum had agreed to a grant for £3,000 to improve the entrance driveway for the cemetery.  A request to support the introduction of a daily bus to High Wycombe was supported in principle but further information was required.  It had been noticed that there had been an increase in litter dropped in the village.
Next Meeting – The Parish Council Meeting will be held on Wednesday 5th December 2012, at 7.30pm in the Parish Church Hall in School Lane.
The minutes are also available on the Parish Council website at www.seergreenparishcouncil.gov.uk. 
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