SEER GREEN PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

HELD ON WEDNESDAY 8th JANUARY 2014 COMMENCING AT 7.30 pm

Present:
Cllr D Scourfield, Cllr J Forsaith, Cllr R Darlington, Cllr O Davison-Oakley, Cllr M Thomas
In attendance: 
Mr T Harding, Mr I Hawes, Mrs K Hawes and Mrs E Bates (Clerk).  

1. OPEN SESSION:    Concerns were raised about horse riders churning up the designated footpaths in Hodgemoor Wood during adverse weather conditions.  Unfortunately the wood is managed by the Forestry Commission and is outside the jurisdiction of the council, however residents can raise concerns with the Hodgemoor Riding Association.
It was asked if the minutes could be printed and circulated to residents.  The important points from the minutes are covered in the two Newsletters that are delivered in Spring and Autumn. It would not be cost effective to print and deliver more copies.  The minutes are also available on the website and notice board for residents to read.
A silver London taxi has been parked outside Green Meadow for the past three weeks.  Several people have been concerned that it has been abandoned and have reported this to the police but as the taxi is taxed and legally parked there is nothing more they can do for the time being.
2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: Cllr C Hughes, Cllr B Kane and Cllr A Anderson. 
Approval of Minutes of the previous meeting:  The minutes were approved by Cllr Forsaith and Cllr Darlington.
Update on Actions from Previous Meeting:  
· Concerns had been raised about the children who stand and wait for the bus at the entrance of Hearnes Meadow, unfortunately they are obscuring the view of oncoming traffic.  The school have been contacted several times  to ask if they can stand further back from the edge of the road.  Contact will be made with the Bucks County Council department responsible for school transport. (Action – Cllr Davison-Oakley)  

· Reflectors have been ordered for the chains at the Cemetery entrance and they will be installed shortly.  (Action – Clerk)  
· The tarmac resurfacing of the path from Jubilee Hall car park into Green Meadow has now been completed. The cost of the resurfacing will be divided between the Parish Council, Jubilee Hall Committee and School.  (Action – Clerk)
Matters arising from the previous meeting not listed on the Agenda:  No matters were arising.
Risk Inspections:  There were no updates required for Risk Inspection Schedule.  
3. DECLARATION OF INTEREST:  There were no declarations of interest.
4. PARISH COUNCILLOR VACANCY: Cllr Lisa Dandeker has decided to resign as Councillor.  A casual vacancy notice will be placed on the notice board.  (Action – Clerk)
5. Correspondence:
· A legionella audit for both the Pavilion and Jubilee Hall has been received from Vectair.  The recommendations will be reviewed at the next Jubilee Hall meeting.  (Action: Cllr Kane, Cllr Forsaith, Clerk)
· A request had been received from the Seer Green Horticultural Society asking for permission to plant snow drops around the War Memorial and crocuses on the verge just up from the Parish Church Hall.  Contact will be made with the Treasurer to discuss further.  (Action – Clerk)
6.
Finance  
Payments (from main account) amounting to         £29,719.91
Income 




          £12,981.73

Closing balances



          £73,477.65
7. 
Planning
Notices of new planning applications continue to be displayed on the notice board and website.  The Parish Council wrote to the Planning department about application CH/2013/1690/FA Highclere Farm, stating that the Parish Council has no objection to and legitimate expansion to local business but are opposed to any additional development on Green Belt.
Permitted

CH/2013/1651/TP
Laneside House, Bottom Lane, Seer Green, HP9 2UH

Removal of a beech and a conifer and tree surgery to five beeches, an oak and a hornbeam in accordance with a submitted schedule - trees protected by a Tree Preservation Order.

CH/2013/1678/FA
11 Stable Lane, Seer Green, HP9 2YT


Single storey rear extension.
CH/2013/1754/FA
7 Howard Road, Seer Green, HP9 2XT


Part two storey, part single storey side/front extension, bay window, replacement detached garage and fenestration alterations.
CH/2013/1834/TP
The Limes, 49 Chalfont Road, Seer Green, HP9 2QP 


Crown reduction of two lime trees protected by a Tree Preservation Order.

CH/2013/1808/FA
Dormers, Manor Crescent, Seer Green, HP9 2QX


Part first floor, part two storey rear extension, pitched roofs to attached front garage and to front dormer windows, rendering of external brickwork, re-tiling of roof, raised platform, laying of hardstanding and alterations to fenestration

CH/2013/1840/FA
Fox Fire, Long Grove, Seer Green, HP9 2QH


Replacement roof to existing detached garage incorporating three dormer windows and two rooflights, and external staircase, to provide habitable accommodation at first floor level.

CH/2013/1837/FA
Swallow Cottage, 29 Long Grove, Seer Green, HP9 2YN


First floor rear extension and partial conversion of existing integral garage to habitable space

CH/2013/0633/FA
29 Highlands Road, Seer Green, HP9 2XL


Replacement dwelling.  

Permitted following an appeal.
Refused

CH/2013/1758/FA
Woodstacks, Wynnswick Road, Seer Green, HP9 2XW


First floor extension to northern side and part first floor/part two storey extension to southern side, both incorporating front and rear dormer windows.  Erection of front porch.

8.
PRINCIPAL AGENDA ITEMS

i. BUCKS COUNTY COUNCIL LOCAL AREA FORUM (laf):  It was agreed that the following two projects would be proposed for funding from the LAF:- Improvements to children’s playground, to install new safety surfacing under the Trio Venturer climbing frame, and if within the budget, a tunnel for the new adventure play area.  Secondly, additional furniture in Green Meadow to include a bench around the tree in the middle of the meadow, and further picnic tables for the area nearest to Stable Lane.  (Action: Cllr Thomas, Clerk)
ii. VILLAGE PLAN:  The information in the village plan was reviewed and a number of updates and new entries were agreed.  The photographs also need changing and will be taken in the Spring.  (Action – Cllr Forsaith, Clerk)  All Councillors need to check that the village priorities are correct.  (Action – All Councillors)
9.
UPDATES ON OTHER MATTERS (Reports by Exception)

i. JUBILEE HALL: There is no further update from Bucks County Council’s Legal department about the transfer of the lease.  Recent changes to VAT rules have suggested that parish councils that own and manage village halls can reclaim VAT on hall expenditure, therefore a claim for VAT expenditure for the past three years will be submitted to the VAT office.  (Action – Clerk)
ii. PARISH COUNCIL PROPERTIES, LAND AND SERVICES:  Now that the blue wheelie bins are in use for plastic, glass and cans the use of the large recycling and glass containers, at the Recreation Ground, has been greatly reduced.  It was therefore agreed to approach the Waste Team to see if the large container could be removed and one of the existing glass bins could be replaced by a smaller plastics bin.  (Action – Clerk)  Recent storms have caused damage to a number of trees in Green Wood at the rear of the Seer Mead properties. There was a concern that these trees are very tall and it was requested that the height of trees is reviewed, from the property of one of the resident’s. (Action – Cllr Thomas, Cllr Hughes)
A suggestion was made to have a flower box planted in front of the white gate on Chalfont Road.  This will be discussed with the Seer Green Horticultural Society.  (Action – Clerk)
10.
Any Other Business: Mr. Philip Newton is organising an Open Gardens day in Seer Green on Sunday 29th June from 12.00 – 4.00pm, in conjunction with the Seer Green Horticultural Society.  Seer Green and Jordans Community Trust have agreed to guarantee against loss and proceeds from the event will go to the Thames Valley Air Ambulance. Support was requested for help on the day.
Following the recent heavy rain the roads around the village were all flooded, these included Bottom Lane (whose gulley’s and drains were blocked by sediment) Longbottom Lane, Chalfont Road and Newbarn Lane.  The recent work to clear the bore holes on Chalfont Road had improved the rate at which the flood dissipated, however the flood on Newbarn Lane remained for several days.  Contact will be made with Bucks County Council to ask what can be done to improve drainage on Newbarn Lane. (Action – Clerk)
Next Meeting – The next Parish Council Meeting will be held on Wednesday 5th February 2014, at 7.30pm in the Parish Church Hall.      
The minutes are also available on the Parish Council website at www.seergreenparishcouncil.gov.uk.
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