SEER GREEN PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

HELD ON WEDNESDAY 9th SEPTEMBER 2015 COMMENCING AT 7.30 pm

Present:
Cllr M Thomas (Chairman), Cllr D Scourfield, Cllr J Forsaith, Cllr O Davison-Oakley,         Cllr J Holder, Cllr A Anderson, Cllr C Hughes and Cllr J Richardson.
In attendance: 
Mr T Harding, PC Gavin McVeigh (for part of the meeting) and Mrs E Bates (Clerk).  

1. OPEN SESSION: A resident raised concerns about the school children who whilst waiting for the school bus are blocking the vision splay for traffic exiting Hearnes Meadow.  The school transport department at Bucks. County Council will be contacted.  (Action – Cllr Davison-Oakley)  Vehicles are also parking on the pavement at this junction to go and look at vehicles at the garage thereby adding to this problem for residents in Hearnes Meadow.  The matter will be discussed with the garage staff.  (Action – Cllr Hughes)
2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:  Cllr T Norton.

Approval of Minutes of the previous meeting:  The minutes were approved by Cllr Scourfield and Cllr Hughes and were duly signed by the Chairman as a correct record of the meeting.

Update on Actions from Previous Meeting:  
· An application has now been received by Chiltern District Council (CDC) for the holly clearance in Green Wood and for a tree for possible pollarding following concerns raised by a resident in Seer Mead.  After CDC has made their decision all parties will be advised of the outcome.  (Action – Cllr Hughes)
· Following anti social behaviour CCTV is being considered for Green Meadow and a company will be approached for a quotation. It was decided that the Recreation Ground is too large an area for CCTV.   (Action – Cllr Davison-Oakley)  Issues with drug taking and anti social behaviour in Green Meadow were discussed with PC Gavin McVeigh.  He advised that reports of vandalism and recovered drug paraphernalia should be reported to email address ChalfontsNHPT@Thames Valley.ppn.police.uk. 
· The defibrillator has been fitted in the cupboard outside Jubilee Hall.  We are waiting for a date from the NHS to commission the unit.  (Action – Cllr Forsaith) 
· Applications for grants for Green Meadow are ongoing.  (Action - Cllr Thomas)
· The planter that was on the white gate which had been vandalised earlier in the year will be reinstated by Seer Green Gardeners by the end of September.  

· The Parish Council submitted the following priority transportation suggestions for funding to Bucks County Council for consideration:- double yellow lines near the junction of Chalfont Road and Orchard Road, installation of “build outs” (pinch points) at either end of the village, i.e. School Lane and Chalfont Road respectively and yellow backed school signs to be more visible and zigzag lines.  
· An updated Parish Devolution Agreement had been signed and returned to Bucks County Council.
· Perkin Elmer will be carrying out their Corporate Social Responsibility days at the Recreation Ground on 10th and 17th September.  
· Volunteers are required for helping Chiltern Rangers with the work in Green Wood.  
· An overhanging hedge on Chalfont Road needs to be cut back to improve the vision splay on the highway.  (Action – Clerk)
· Three replacement streetlights have been ordered for Long Grove, Farmers Way and Manor Farm Way.  Several streetlights could not be checked due to overgrown foliage.  The landowners will be contacted.  (Action – Clerk)
· In Green Meadow a hazel tree has been coppiced and a dead stem removed. A hornbeam has also  been pollarded.
· Contact will be made with the Chiltern Woodland Burial site.  (Action – Clerk)
· No parking signs will be made for the narrow area near the Scout Hut in Park Place as recent inconsiderate parking had prevented an ambulance accessing the site.  (Action – Clerk)
· The Jubilee Trail leaflet is being redesigned and will be printed shortly.  (Action – Cllr Holder)  
· The Neighbourhood Plan has been sent out to 30 local organisations.  CDC have now provided the official boundary map for Seer Green and an application will now be made to CDC for a designation of a Neighbourhood Area.  (Action – Cllr Forsaith, Clerk)  A meeting will be held at the end of October to present the plan to local organisations and groups.  (Action – Cllr Forsaith)
· Seer Green United asked if a defibrillator could be installed at the Recreation Ground and offered some financial support.  It was agreed to proceed and also ask other Pavilion/Recreation Ground users if they would like to help fund the unit.  (Action – Clerk)
Matters arising from the previous meeting not listed on the Agenda:  No matters were arising.
Risk Inspections:  The August inspection items reviewed and resolved where necessary.  The following Councillors committed to undertake the following inspections:- Cllr Norton in September and Cllr Scourfield in October.
3. DECLARATION OF INTEREST:  Cllr Thomas declared an interest in the Green Meadow safety project as her partner had put in one of the quotations to re paint the play equipment.
4. Correspondence:
· The Chilterns Dial-a-ride asked for financial support this year. The Parish Council is committed to funding projects in Seer Green so will not be able to offer financial support.  (Action – Clerk)
· A pharmacist had written to ask if the Parish Council would be supportive of his application to open a pharmacy in Seer Green.  As this would provide residents with extra products/services the council would be fully supportive of a pharmacy. (Action – Clerk)
· Mr Steve Patel had written to the Council to say that he had been given a limited choice by the Post Office Network Transformation Team to either leave the network or convert to a local model with limited services.  As the Parish Council felt that it was important to retain Post Office services in the village they would support the option that kept the limited service.  It was stressed that Mr Patel should communicate the limited options he will have available to his customers.  (Action – Clerk)
· Complaints had been received about the loud music at the Jolly Cricketers on Bank Holiday Monday.  A letter will be sent asking if they can reduce the noise level at future events.  (Action – Clerk)
· Concerns had also been raised about the inconsiderate parking at the top of Stable Lane and School Lane.  This will be monitored.
5.
Finance  
Payments (from main account) amounting to          £9,806.60
Income 




              £342.00

Closing balance of all accounts.

         £49,957.68
The Chilterns Montessori rent was reviewed and it was agreed not to increase the rent this year.  (Action – Clerk). 
6. 
Planning
Notices of new planning applications continue to be displayed on the notice-board and website.  

Permitted

CH/2015/1227/FA
56 Long Grove, Seer Green, HP9 2YW

Part single part two storey rear extensions, part two storey part first floor front extensions, removal of chimney to front left elevation to facilitate side roof extension with front and rear dormer, conversion of garage to habitable accommodation, insertion of four roof dormers to facilitate increased accommodation in the roofspace, fenestration alterations.

CH/2015/1198/TP
Owlpen, Bottom Lane, Seer Green, HP9 2UH

Removal of a beech tree and crown reduction of four beech trees - all protected by a Tree Preservation Order.

CH/2015/1132/FA
Gabriella House, 8 Princess Grove, Seer Green, HP9 2GN

Part two storey and part first floor side extension (amendment to Planning permission CH/2014/2168/FA)

CH/2015/1100/FA
The Dell, 36 Long Grove, Seer Green, HP9 2YW

Single storey side/rear extension

CH/2015/1080/FA
Pippins, 39 Gurnells Road, Seer Green, HP9 2XJ

Single storey front garage extension, single storey rear extension.
CH/2015/1097/TP
Gabriella House, 8 Princess Grove, Seer Green, HP9 2GN

Felling of two hollies, a sycamore and an ash and crown reduction of nine yews and a sycamore - all protected by a Tree Preservation Order.

CH/2015/1098/TP
Woodpecker House, Long Grove, Seer Green, HP9 2QH

Removal of two oak trees, and removal of a secondary stem from an oak tree and removal of epicormic growth from five oak trees - all protected by a Tree Preservation. 

CH/2015/1037/FA
Apple Tree House, 40 Long Grove, Seer Green, HP9 2YW 

Two storey front, side, and rear extensions and alterations (Amendment to approved planning CH/2015/0428/FA).

CH/2015/0970/FA
Spinfield, 60A Orchard Road, Seer Green, HP9 2XU

Single storey side extension.

CH/2015/0922/FA
6 Highlands Road, Seer Green, HP9 2XN

Alterations to fenestration and alternative roof to existing conservatory.
CH/2015/0929/FA
3 Godolphin Road, Seer Green, HP9 2XQ

Single storey rear extension.

CH/2015/0894/FA
West View, 55 Orchard Road, Seer Green, HP9 2XH

Creation of new vehicular access, erection of detached garage.
CH/2015/0557/FA
Littlewick, Wynnswick Road, HP9 2XW

Part demolition of existing property, erection of new detached dwelling and creation of vehicular access with associated hardstanding.
CH/2015/0866/FA
Primavera, 42 Orchard Road, HP9 2XU

Single storey side rear extension, fenestration alterations.

CH/2015/0794/FA
Glenelg, 18 Howard Crescent, Seer Green, HP9 2XP

Relocation of flue, fenestration alterations.

Appeal Dismissed
Lyndhurst 22 Seer Mead, Seer Green, HP9 2QL

Erection of a first floor front side extension, conversion of existing garage into habitable space and erection of a new detached garage

7.
PRINCIPAL AGENDA ITEMS:

i. green wood MEADOW PLAYGROUND SAFETY REPORT: Following a review of the Playground Safety Report it was agreed to get the link assembly replaced by Wicksteed’s on the Jolly Gerald see-saw.  Some of the play equipment needed repainting as the metal was corroding.  A quotation had been received, that was cheaper than the Wicksteed quotation.  It was agreed that the paint would be purchased from Wicksteed and the work would be carried out by the local decorator at the better rate. Cllr Scourfield proposed the acceptance of the quotation seconded by Cllr Richardson.  Cllr Thomas abstained from the decision due to her declaration of interest.  (Action – Clerk)
ii. NEWSLETTER: A draft of the next Newsletter was reviewed.  It was agreed to include the following articles:- Neighbourhood Plan.  (Action – Cllr Forsaith) The Big Lunch.  (Action – Cllr Holder) There are ongoing concerns about speeding in the village and it was agreed to undertake a simple petition to gauge residents concerns about parking and areas experiencing significant speeding.  This will be included in the next Newsletter.  (Action – Cllr Thomas)  An alternative printing quotation will be obtained.  (Action – Holder)
iii. VILLAGE IMPROVEMENT SUGGESTIONS: A list of ideas were reviewed, these will be circulated for all Councillors to prioritise.  Quotations will then be obtained for the top four suggestions.  (Action – All Councillors, Clerk)
8.
UPDATES ON OTHER MATTERS (Reports by Exception)
i. JUBILEE HALL: A new boiler and display cabinet have been installed.  It was agreed that the school could set the appropriate temperature during the day depending on their activities.  The school requested an extra shelf in the storage cupboard which was agreed.  (Action – Cllr Davison-Oakley)  There were concerns about the height of the new cabinet which will be monitored.        
ii. PARISH COUNCIL PROPERTIES, LAND AND SERVICES:  The Annual Tree inspection of trees on Parish Council land was conducted by the Chiltern Woodlands Project.  The work recommended will be prioritised.  (Action – Cllr Hughes)  The grass cutting schedule was discussed as the contractors were not always cutting on the day specified.  Some dates had to be altered due to the weather.  The padlock on the gate by the cemetery shed needs to be replaced as it is not working properly.  (Action – Cllr Hughes)  
9.
Any Other Business:  It was asked if the meeting date could be moved as several Councillors have other commitments on Wednesday.  This will be considered.  There were problems with cars parking on Chalfont Road and blocking the pavement on Saturday morning.  It was thought that the cars were from activities at the Recreation Ground.  The parking will be monitored.  (Action – Cllr Anderson)  It was discussed whether the Parish Council Chairman should have a Chain of Office.  The matter will be considered further.
Next Meeting – The next Parish Council Meeting will be held on Wednesday 7th October 2015, at 7.30pm in Seer Green Baptist Church in Wood Pond Close.    
The minutes are also available on the Parish Council website at www.seergreenparishcouncil.gov.uk.
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