SEER GREEN PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

HELD ON WEDNESDAY 2nd May 2012 COMMENCING AT 7.30 pm

Present:
Cllr D Scourfield (Chairman), Cllr J Forsaith, Cllr C Hughes, Cllr N Rothwell, Cllr M Thomas, Cllr O Davison-Oakley and Cllr A Anderson. 
In attendance: 
PC G McVeigh, Cllr Steve Patel, Mr I Hawes, Mrs K Hawes and Mrs E Bates (Clerk).  

1. OPEN SESSION:  PC McVeigh reported that there had been a number of thefts around the village from garages/sheds and burglaries from houses in Newbarn Lane and Old Long Grove.  There had also been a break in via the Jubilee Hall side gate to the PTA shed.  The CCTV footage will be checked.  (Action – Cllr Forsaith)  Concerns were raised about speeding on Longbottom Lane with a view to asking the Traffic Police to speed trap on this road.


District Cllr S Patel discussed the recent changes by Chiltern Railways to reduce their service.  The Parish Council had sent a letter to Chiltern Railways raising concern about the cut in off peak service and had received a letter back from the Managing Director, Rob Brighouse explaining the rationale behind their decision.  Cllr Patel was considering arranging a public meeting to discuss the matter further and a petition was available for signing at the post office.

It was reported that unfortunately the cemetery was being used as a roundabout by some parents who pick up from school, which had been particularly upsetting during a recent funeral. Cllr Oakley-Davison said that she would raise it with parents.  (Action – Cllr Oakley-Davison) 
2. Apologies for absence: Cllr R Darlington and Cllr B Kane.
Approval of Minutes of the previous meeting:  The minutes were approved by Cllr Rothwell and Cllr Hughes.
Update on Actions from Previous Meeting:  
· Concerns were raised about the state of the footpath to Manor Farm.  The Bucks County Council Highways Technician is hoping to arrange to patch part of the road surface.  (Action – Cllr Hughes) A new BCC Paths for Communities Fund was available to help fund repairs to footpaths in partnership with the Parish Council.  The scheme will be investigated further for opportunities to improve paths within Seer Green.  (Action – Cllr Hughes)
· Since School Lane has been resurfaced the white lines have not been repainted on Bayne Hill.  Contact has been made with the Highways Technician but we are still awaiting timescales from Bucks County Council for the repainting of these lines. (Action – Clerk)
· A proposal was previously raised that Church Road and Orchard road should introduce a one way system round Holy Trinity Church. A meeting had been held with Bucks County Council to discuss this further. Unfortunately the scheme would cost in the region of £25k - £30k to implement if approved.  It was agreed that no further action would be taken at this time.  
· It was agreed to have a village tidy day on Saturday 19th May at 10.00am starting in the Cemetery.  A poster has been placed on the notice board.
Matters arising from the previous meeting not listed on the Agenda:  Nothing to add.
Risk Inspections:  Following recent storms Cllr Hughes had inspected the woodland and found two trees had come down.  A contractor was contacted and dealt with the trees the same day.
3. DECLARATION OF INTEREST:  As Headteacher Cllr Oakley-Davison declared an interest in Jubilee Hall.
4. Correspondence:
Cllr Scourfield had continued to receive donations towards the War Memorial.  Generous donations from the Jolly Cricketers and local residents had been received and letters of thanks have been sent back. 
5. Finance  

Payments amounting to             

      £4,395.88 were made  

Income 




    £21,652.78

Closing balances (unconfirmed)                       £57,110.74
Approval of annual accounts and governance statement for 2011/12

The 2011/12 annual accounts were presented by the Financial Officer and the income and expenditure for the past twelve months was explained.  The accounts were approved by the Parish Council.  The Council approved the annual audit governance statement and it was duly signed by the Chairman/Financial Officer and the Clerk.   Mr Ernest Newhouse had agreed to conduct the Council’s internal audit on 3rd May. (Action – Cllr Scourfield, Clerk) 

6.
Planning
Notices of new planning applications continue to be displayed on the notice board and website.  
Permitted
CH/2012/0183/VRC
The Meadows, 9 Seer Mead, Seer Green,  HP9 2QL 


Variation of Condition 10 of planning permission CH/2011/1425/FA so as to allow the erection of detached triple garage.

CH/2012/0119/FA
Kempwood House (Former Site Of Third House), Manor Crescent, Seer Green
Part two storey, part single storey front/side/rear extension, first floor side extension and front dormer window, conversion of garage to residential accommodation and laying of hardstanding forward of
dwelling.

Refused

CH/2012/0291/FA
Dormers, Manor Crescent, Seer Green, HP9 2QX 


Two storey rear extension, new pitched roofs to existing dormer windows on front elevation, rendering of resultant dwelling, alterations to fenestration, alterations to vehicular access and laying of hardstanding.

7.
PRINCIPAL AGENDA ITEMS

i. war memorial: It was agreed to place the order for the War Memorial with Memorials of Distinction, as the lead time for the granite and the engraving is one year, so that the memorial will be in place for 2014.  It was also agreed that Mr T Lidgley would do the groundwork for the memorial.  The work will start in the next month by the removal of a section of beech hedge at the front of the Cemetery.  A sign will be made to explain why the hedge has been removed.  Details of the quotations for the project are in a separate closed minute.  (Action – Cllr Scourfield, Clerk)
ii. Bucks county council local area forum:  The Chalfonts Local Area Forum comprises Chalfont St Peter, Chalfont St Giles, Jordans, Little Chalfont and Seer Green and meet three to four times a year. BCC set aside £1m from the budget to be delegated to the 18 Local Area Forums in Bucks.   The LAF meetings are open to the public and are a way for the community to hear about, influence and improve local services. Seer Green has recently put in bids for various projects and has been awarded £3k towards the War Memorial, £3k towards the Vehicle Activated Sign for Chalfont Road and £1k towards road signs and extra markings to remind drivers to slow down when driving through the village.
8.
UPDATES ON OTHER MATTERS (Reports by Exception)

i. JUBILEE HALL: The Parish Council, as Sole Trustee, has now completed their first full commercial year running the hall although the Lease and the Management Agreement are still under discussion with BCC.  Over the past year the following improvements to the hall have been made:- new chairs, new curtains, new toilets, the stage wall has been plastered and painted, the mains electricity board has been upgraded, a new fire alarm system has been installed, the water heating system has been improved and a new website is available for users.  Cllr Rothwell has prepared a new Risk Assessment for the hall. The accounts have been completed.  Unfortunately there is a leak in the roof windows, BCC have inspected the damage and are writing a specification of works to obtain a quote to possibly remove the windows.  A preliminary letter will be sent to the Charity Commission to understand the procedure to terminate the Parish Council as Sole Trustee if the school move to Academy Status.   (Action – Cllr Scourfield)
 
ii. ENVIRONMENT:  A fallen tree on Footpath 16 has been reported to BCC Rights of Way who are in the process of writing to the land owner to get it removed.  
To discuss land owner proposals for School Lane and Chalfont Road:  The Council had been approached by two separate land owners who were looking to develop their land in School Lane and Chalfont Road respectively, which are both situated in the Green Belt.  After considerable research into the planning legislation, the specific issues relating to the plots of land, and the Councils purpose in safeguarding the best interests of the majority of Seer Green residents, the Council reached the conclusion that the Green Belt is sacrosanct and that the proposal could not be supported. (Action – Clerk)
iii. PROPERTIES:  The Seer Green Adult Football Team reported that they had had their best season and had been promoted within their league.  They also expressed their appreciation for the refurbished shower rooms.
iv. COMMUNITY LIAISON:    The Seer Green and Jordans Community Trust who are holding a Diamond Jubilee Music Celebration on Sunday 27th May in the school grounds have received a licence for over 500 people to attend the event, subject to the sound risk assessment.  Tickets for the event are on sale around the village.
9.
Any Other Business:     The latest BCC Rights of Way Newsletter reported that there were two new circular way marked trails and a new easy access route planned for Hodgemoor Wood. 
Next Meeting – The Parish Council Meeting will be held on Wednesday 13th June 2012, at 7.30pm in the Pavilion, Park Place.  PLEASE NOTE NEW VENUE FOR THIS MEETING.
The minutes are also available on the Parish Council website at www.seergreenparishcouncil.gov.uk. 
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