SEER GREEN PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

HELD ON WEDNESDAY 1st FEBRUARY 2012 COMMENCING AT 7.30 pm

Present:
Cllr J Forsaith (Acting Chairman), Cllr D Scourfield, Cllr C Hughes and Cllr M Thomas. 
In attendance: 
Lucinda Young, Ian Hawes, Peter Dowse, Steve Patel, Olwyn Davison Oakley, PC Gavin McVeigh and Mrs E Bates (Clerk).  

1. OPEN SESSION:  An enquiry was made about the village celebrations for the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee.  The Parish Council has applied for 600 metres of bunting for the village, and 420 trees from the Woodland Trust have also been requested to be planted in Green Meadow, Green Wood (in the strip of land between the Cemetery fence and Seer Mead rear gardens) and at the Recreation Ground.  A village music festival is also being organised (see Finance item).

PC McVeigh updated the meeting on crime reports in the area and reminded people not to leave items in their cars. 101 is the new non-emergency crime reporting number which will be published on the council’s website. (Action – Clerk)  A resident raised concerns about commuters walking down the road to and from the station in black coats which make them difficult to see. An article about visibility will be put in the next newsletter.   

   
2. Apologies for absence: Cllr B Kane, Cllr N Rothwell and Cllr A Anderson.
Approval of Minutes of the previous meeting:  The minutes were approved by Cllr Hughes and Cllr Scourfield.
Update on Actions from Previous Meeting:  
· Cllr Thomas has prepared a report entitled ‘Let’s keep Seer Green safe’, from this she will produce a series of articles for the Newsletter.  (Action – Cllr Thomas)  
· The Seer Green Parish Council Emergency Plan will be finalised and distributed to key stakeholders.  (Action – Cllr Forsaith, Clerk) 
· A number of holly trees and some clumps of hazel marked with orange paint spots have now been removed from Green Wood.  
· The location of a new bench from the Nurse Bott Trustees was approved by BCC and Holy Trinity PCC.  It will be positioned by the Bus Stop next to Holy Trinity’s churchyard.  The bench will now be ordered. (Action – Clerk) 
· Concerns were raised as to whether the existing VAS in School Lane was working properly.  BCC will be asked to have it checked.  (Action – Clerk)
Matters arising from the previous meeting not listed on the Agenda:  Nothing to add.
Risk Inspections:  See item under main Agenda.  
3. DECLARATION OF INTEREST:  No declarations of interest were made.
4. Correspondence:
Confirmation was received from Chiltern District Council for Tree Preservation Order No.6 – Land at Red Cottage.  A letter was sent to Corinne Waldron, BCC Area Rights of Way Officer, requesting information on the responsibilities of land owners who own trees along the public footpaths in Seer Green.
5. Finance  

Payments amounting to             

      £2,398.50 were made  

Income 




      £4,386.22

Closing balances

                           £62,264.56
New Montessori Lease: The new lease prepared by solicitor Hilary Johnston was approved and will now be sent to the owner of the Chiltern Montessori. (Action – Cllr Scourfield, Clerk)
Queen’s Diamond Jubilee:  It was proposed that the Parish Council should financially support the village music event on Sunday 27th May.  A donation of £1,000 was approved.  (Action – Cllr Thomas)
6.
Planning
Notices of new planning applications continue to be displayed on the notice board and website.  New applications for Manor Crescent will be reviewed by Cllr Hughes as Cllr Rothwell has a declaration of interest.  (Action – Cllr Hughes)
Permitted
CH/2011/1913/VRC
The Meadows, 9 Seer Mead, Seer Green, HP9 2QL 


Variation of Condition 10 of planning permission CH/2011/1425/FA so as to allow the insertion of three dormer windows in the side roof slope and two dormer windows in the rear roof slope of the approved dwelling.

CH/2011/1900/TP
44 Chalfont Road, Seer Green, HP9 2YQ


Crown reduction of an oak tree protected by a Tree Preservation Order.

CH/2011/1843/FA
Garden Cottage, 1 Princess Grove, Seer Green, HP9 2GN


Erection of field shelter/store.
CH/2011/1688/FA
Seer Green Church Of England School, School Lane, Seer Green, HP9 2QJ


Single storey front extension.
Refused

CH/2011/1929/FA
Hearnes Mead, 10 Chalfont Road, Seer Green, HP9 2YG 
Sliding vehicular entrance gate, associated brick pillars and electric car turntable.

CH/2011/1862/FA
Idlewild, 30 Howard Crescent, Seer Green, HP9 2XP 


First floor front/side/rear and first floor rear extension.

7.
PRINCIPAL AGENDA ITEMS

i. risk assessment:  The Risk Assessment was fully reviewed and will be updated.  (Action – Cllr Rothwell, Clerk)
ii. NEW PARISH COUNCILLORS: A closed minute was prepared on the voting for the new Councillors   (Action – Clerk)
iii. CONTRACTS AND RATES: The new grounds maintenance contracts for 2012/13 were approved for Continental Landscapes and Mr D Horgan.  A meeting will be held to discuss the work required by a role for a new village handyman.  Once agreed the role will be advertised locally.  (Action – Cllr Scourfield, Cllr Forsaith, Cllr Hughes, Clerk)  It was agreed to increase the Cemetery fees by 10% to the nearest £5.00 from 1st April 2012.  The rates have not been increased since August 2008.  (Action – Clerk)
It was also agreed to increase the rate charged to the Cricket Club by £5.00 per match.  (Action – Clerk)
8.
UPDATES ON OTHER MATTERS (Reports by Exception)

i. JUBILEE HALL: The Management Agreement is still under discussion with BCC.  The project to refurbish the toilets will begin in February.  The stage wall will also be plastered and the mains board upgraded.  The budget will be prepared for the next meeting.  (Action – Cllr Scourfield, Clerk)
 
ii. ENVIRONMENT:    Bucks County Council and the Parish Council have agreed to jointly fund a new Vehicle Activated Sign (VAS) on Chalfont Road.  Following a site meeting with the BCC Highways Technician it was agreed that the best location would be near the entrance to Hearnes Close. It was agreed to ask for a donation to the proposed War Memorial from the Bucks County Council Local Priorities budget.  (Action – Cllr Scourfield, Clerk)  Concerns were raised about the state of the footpath to Manor Farm.  This will be discussed with the Area Rights of Way Co-ordinator.  (Action – Cllr Hughes)
iii. PROPERTIES:  A boot scraper was approved for the Recreation Ground. (Action – Clerk) 
iv. COMMUNITY LIAISON:  The following articles were agreed for Newsletter 16.  War Memorial, Queen’s Diamond Jubilee music event – Cllr Scourfield, Speeding, safety when walking to the Station – Cllr Thomas, Jubilee Hall Refurbishment, winter tips – Cllr Forsaith, VAS, Boot scraper, PC Community Award, Trees for Jubilee – Clerk, new Councillors by themselves.
9.
Any Other Business:  Nothing to report.
Next Meeting – The next Parish Council Meeting will be held on Wednesday 7th March 2012 at 7.30pm in the Parish Church Hall on School Lane.
The minutes are also available on the Parish Council website at www.seergreenparishcouncil.gov.uk. 
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