SEER GREEN PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

HELD ON WEDNESDAY 1st APRIL 2009 COMMENCING AT 7.30 pm

Present:
Cllr P Clarke (Chairman), Cllr D Scourfield, Cllr J Forsaith, Cllr T Wiener, Cllr Lawton, Cllr Nicholls, Cllr N Rothwell and Cllr D Matthews
In attendance: 
Mr & Mrs Collins, County Cllr P Bacon, District Cllr S Patel and Mrs E Bates (Clerk).  

Open Session:  Mr & Mrs Collins asked the Council to consider their request to purchase a plot in Seer Green Cemetery.  Mrs Collins explained that she was born and had lived in the village all of her life and that many of her family members were buried in the Cemetery.  The Clerk had previously explained that due to the low number of plots they were now only sold when they were to be used.  The Chairman assured Mr & Mrs Collins that the matter would be given careful consideration and the Clerk would respond in due course.  (Action – Cllr Clarke and Clerk)
District Cllr Steve Patel has been very busy working on District Council matters and had been unable to attend recent meeting for the Seer Green Sports and Social Committee for which he apologised.  Residents had raised issues with him about parking on verges which he had already raised with the Clerk.
County Cllr Pam Bacon said that this would be the last meeting that she could attend as she is due to stand down as Councillor at the June elections.  Cllr Bacon stated that she had enjoyed looking after Seer Green for the past 12 years and that she would be continuing her work for the County Council on Mental Health issues.  Cllr Bacon confirmed that she had received a copy of the Parish Council’s letter to the Highways Dept about the flooding and that she shared the concerns and hoped that the response would be positive.  The Chairman thanked Cllr Bacon for her hard work and dedication on behalf of the Parish Council.
2.
Apologies for absence: Cllr C Hughes and PCSO John Webb.
Approval of Minutes of the previous meeting:  Approval of the minutes of the previous meeting was proposed by Cllr Forsaith and seconded by Cllr Wiener.
Update on Actions from Previous Meeting:  

· At an earlier meeting Cllr Forsaith proposed the collaboration of a series of articles entitled ‘Your Village’.  The following article is outstanding:- Green Wood. (Action – Cllr Hughes)  
· Three companies have now been identified with a possible solution for CCTV for the Recreation Ground.  The legal implications will be discussed with the Police.   (Action – Cllr Rothwell)
· The Parish Council had not yet received the Constitution from the Seer Green Sports and Social Committee.  The Parish Council Chairman will contact Juliet Booth the Chairman for the Sports and Social Committee for a report on the progress to date.  (Action – Cllr Clarke) 
Matters arising from the previous meeting not listed on the Agenda: Nothing to report.
3.
Correspondence:  The incoming correspondence was reviewed by the Council and was distributed amongst the Councillors for further review.  

The Council had received an invitation from the Bucks Association of Local Council’s to enter the Bucks Best Kept Village competition 2009 and approval to enter was given.  (Action – Clerk)

The Council had received a quotation from CH Grounds Maintenance for the annual grass cutting contract in Green Meadow and at the Recreation Ground.  There had been no increase in charge on the previous year and the Council agreed to approve the quotation.  (Action – Clerk)

Mazars, the External Auditor had sent notice for the audit of accounts for the year ended 31st March 2009. (Action – Cllr Scourfield, Clerk)


Jordans Taverners Cricket Club sent a request for £200.00 plus VAT towards the purchase of fertiliser for the Recreation Ground.  This was approved. (Action – Clerk)


Cllr Clarke received a letter from the Seer Green CE Combined School Board of Governors asking the Parish Council to consider making a permanent path through Green Meadow.  The Council discussed the proposal but safety concerns were raised about bicycles and scooters using a path through the Meadow as it was on a hill.  The Parish Council had already introduced a number of initiatives to improve pedestrian safety on School Lane and would discuss further possible solutions with the Board of Governors.  (Action – Cllr Clarke)
4.
Finance  
Payments amounting to             

     £5,335.31 were made  

Income 


                 
        £805.42
Seer Green Sports and Social Committee
     £1,625.00



Closing balance 1st March (unconfirmed)   
   £45,719.77

Cllr Scourfield reminded the council that it was time to prepare the end of year accounts and these would be done on a cash basis as per previous years.  (Action – Cllr Scourfield, Clerk)  Contact would be made with Ernest Newhouse to conduct the internal audit.  (Action – Clerk)

Three Valleys Water have credited the Parish Council with £1,329.89 for the leak at the Recreation Ground which was found to be at their meter.

5.
Planning

Notices of new Planning Applications continue to be displayed on the notice board and website.  
Approved

CH/2008/1665/FA
Plot adjacent to Idlewood, Manor Road


Erection of new detached dwelling with new vehicular access from Manor Road


CH/2009/0014/FA
Three Diamonds, Long Bottom Lane, Seer Green, HP9 2UL


Extension to existing timber barn


CH/2009/0139/FA
Wedgewood, Long Grove, Seer Green, HP9 2QH 


Two storey side extension,single storey rear extension, one dormer window in front and rear roof slopes and raised roof lantern to existing dwelling.



 
 

Refused 
CH/2008/2020/SA
Westholme, 19 Howard Road, Seer Green, HP9 2XT


Application for a Certificate of Lawfulness for a proposed operation relating to the erection of a single storey side extension and a rear conservatory.

New Applications

CH/2009/0072/FA
Wynnswick, Wynnswick Road,Seer Green, HP9 2XW 


Single storey rear extension.

CH/2009/0248/FA
Mulberry House, Long Grove, Seer Green, HP9 2QH 


External rear staircase.

CH/2009/0315/FA
Westholme, 19 Howard Road, Seer Green, HP9 2XT


Single storey side extension and rear conservatory.

CH/2009/0286/FA
Green Hedges, 15 Howard Crescent, Seer Green, HP9 2XR


Part single storey, part first floor, part two storey front/side/rear extension to create two storey dwelling.

Parish Council objection due to the scale and bulk and the impact on street scene.

6.
PRINCIPAL AGENDA ITEMS

i. BEST KEPT VILLAGE COMPETITION: A list of improvements to village amenities was discussed.  Village Environmental Services will be asked to undertake the following items:- paint the four white village entry gates, paint the cemetery gate, fencing and nearby bench, paint the Green Meadow small gate, clear area at the back of the Pavilion and replace manhole cover, paint fence and gate near recycling centre.  (Action – Clerk) Concerns were raised about the state of the bus stop near Princess Grove and a discussion was held on whether the bus stop is still required now that the Princess Marina Centre has gone.  Belstone Homes, the developer of the site will be contacted to discuss the matter further.  (Action - Cllr Clarke) The concrete block near the shops will be removed and the Beaver Scouts will be asked if they would conduct a litter clearance exercise.  (Action – Cllr Nicholls)  The Beech hedge at the cemetery needs cutting back to stop it scratching vehicles.  (Action – Clerk)  A further list of tasks will be circulated for Councillors and residents to undertake if they so wish.  (Action – Clerk)
7.
UPDATES ON OTHER MATTERS (Reports by Exception)

i. ENVIRONMENT:  An order has been placed with BCC for four separate installations of the Temporary Speed Indicator Device on offer by BCC at a cost of £100 per two week installation.  If necessary street furniture for the installation is available the TSID will be installed in May, July, Sept and November in School Lane (near Green Meadow) and Chalfont Road in both directions.  (Action – Clerk)  The position of a further two bollards was agreed for the Chalfont Road to prevent vehicles driving on the verge during a flood.  (Action – Clerk)
ii. PROPERTIES: Cllr Forsaith has carried out a risk assessment of the Pavilion and found the building to be in fair to good order with the likelihood of an injury to the users or the public as low.  A number of recommendations have been made to improve the safety levels at the building and these were approved at the meeting.  The Clerk will instruct local contractors to carry out some of the smaller more immediate improvements or provide a quotation for council approval where necessary.  Further investigation is required by the Property Working group to determine how facilities at the Pavilion should be refurbished, e.g. showers, toilets.  (Action – Properties Working Group)  
A meeting will be held at the Cemetery to determine how the remaining available space is best utilised.  (Action - Cllr Clarke, Clerk)
Cllr Forsaith has inspected 38 of the 64 streetlights for corrosion and found them to be OK.  He will continue his inspection on the other lights.  (Action – Cllr Forsaith)
iii. COMMUNITY LIAISON:  Cllr Matthews reported that he had attended a very enjoyable Seer Green Horticultural Society Annual dinner.  He also circulated the list of NAG meetings, which will be placed on the Parish Council website. (Action – Clerk) Cllr Matthews will attend the NAG meeting on 7th April in Chalfont St. Peter.  The Newsletters were circulated for distribution.  (Action - All Councillors)
8.
Any Other Business: Cllr Nicholls requested a Jubilee Walk sign to look like a National Trust plaque which included a history of the walk. Further research is required. (Action – Cllr Nicholls, Clerk)
The introduction of a War Memorial was discussed and Cllr Nicholls agreed to discuss the matter with both churches.  (Action – Cllr Nicholls)

The family of the late Cecil Evans, who was President of the Seer Green Horticultural Society, wished to purchase a bench in his memory which would be placed at the Allotments.  This was approved.  (Action – Cllr Rothwell) 
As this was to be his last Parish Council Meeting Cllr Matthews was thanked again for his hard work and contribution to the Council.
Next Meeting – The Parish Council AGM will be held on Wednesday 6th May 2009, at 7.15 pm followed by the Parish Council Meeting at 7.30pm in the Parish Church Hall.

The minutes are also available on the Parish Council website at www.seergreenparishcouncil.gov.uk. 
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