SEER GREEN PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

HELD ON WEDNESDAY 1st SEPTEMBER 2010 COMMENCING AT 7.30 pm

Present:
Cllr P Clarke (Chair), Cllr J Forsaith, Cllr D Scourfield, Cllr M Webb, Cllr B Kane, 
          Cllr T Wiener, Cllr Lawton, Cllr N Rothwell and Cllr Hughes.
In attendance: 
Mr & Mrs I Hawes, County Cllr T Butcher, Mr A Anderson and Mrs E Bates (Clerk).  

1.
Open Session:  Mr Anderson came to update the Council about Seer Green Adult Football Team.  The squad have started training on the Recreation Ground on Wednesday evenings and have also been fundraising towards the shower rooms.  A second quote had now been received for the shower room refurbishment and the Lottery Award submission is now being prepared. (Action – Clerk)
Cllr Butcher updated the Council on the BCC emergency budget and encouraged Councillors to join in the ‘Bucks Debate’ as BCC have a serious reduction in funding available and will have to make cuts of 25% or more over the next four years.  He also encouraged the PC to apply for his Community Leaders Fund for small projects that will benefit the community. (Action – Councillors) 
2. 
Apologies for absence: None.
Approval of Minutes of the previous meeting:  The minutes were approved by Cllr Forsaith and Cllr Kane.
3.
Declaration of Interest:  There were no declarations of interest.
Update on Actions from Previous Meeting:  
· Cllr Scourfield discussed a parking issue that was raised at the previous meeting with the landlord of the Jolly Cricketers.
· Cllr Forsaith previously suggested a scheme for planting Cherry Trees on the Recreation Ground. The matter will be discussed further by both Cllr Forsaith and Cllr Hughes.  (Action - Cllr Forsaith and Cllr Hughes) 
· A draft questionnaire to ascertain whether residents would want/use an outdoor gym in Green Meadow has been circulated to Councillors for comment. Following feedback a final version will be ready for review at the next meeting, this will then be printed for delivery in the next Newsletter.  (Action – Cllr Kane and Cllr Forsaith)
· Cllr Lawton has met with two play area designers to discuss the development of the Green Meadow Playground.  They have both submitted detailed plans and quotations.  A further company will be contacted for comparison.  Once an idea of costs has been ascertained the Parish Council will then seek funding.  (Action – Cllr Lawton, Clerk)  The Playground will be discussed in more detail at the next Parish Council meeting.
Matters arising from the previous meeting not listed on the Agenda:  Nothing to report.
4.
Correspondence:  The incoming correspondence was reviewed by the Council.  
Seer Green received very positive judges’ comments in the Best Kept Village Competition including a Runner-Up certificate for the  DeFraine Cup as Seer Green scored 84 out of 100.   The detailed judges’ comments will be printed in the next Newsletter.  (Action – Clerk)  The Bucks Association of Local Councils thanked the Parish Council for entering Seer Green this year and congratulated everyone involved for all their hard work in achieving such a high standard.
The Council received a letter from the Jordans Village Tennis Club who were disappointed to hear that the recent Multi User Games Area project was not proceeding.  JVTC would like to offer support for this project including financial support.  The matter will be discussed further.  (Action – Cllr Clarke)

BCC has advised that there will be a Temporary Prohibition of through traffic on Rawlings Lane, Seer Green.  The road will be closed from 1st November 2010 for four weeks so that they can work on the water main.  
5.
Finance  
Payments amounting to             

     £5,589.90 were made  

Income                  
   


        £200.00

Closing balances  

                           £49,738.55
i. External Audit Report: The Parish Council had received an extended External Audit report from Mazars for the Accounts for 2009/2010 which will be placed on the noticeboard.  The Council accepted the report and reviewed the audit comments.    (Action - Clerk)
6.
Planning

Notices of new Planning Applications continue to be displayed on the notice board and website.  
Refused
CH/2010/0780/FA
Oakley, 112 Chalfont Road, Seer Green, HP9 2QP


Erection of agricultural barn, creation of new vehicular access from Chalfont Road and associated hardstanding, detached bin store and provision of two sets of timber gates to north west and north east boundaries of site.

The Parish Council raised an objection due to the size of the barn.

CH/2010/0660/FA
Land at Seer Bank Bottom Lane and Adjoining 32 Gurnells Road, Seer Green


Erection of detached dwelling with altered vehicular access.


CH/2010/0951/FA
Pantyles, 29 Gurnells Road, Seer Green, HP9 2XJ


Part two storey, part first floor front/side extension to create a two storey dwelling, single storey side extensions and front porch canopy


CH/2010/0994/SA
Weavers, Bottom Lane, Seer Green, HP9 2RH 


Application for a Certificate of Lawfulness for a proposed operation relating to alterations to fenestration in the front and rear elevations and the conversion of existing outbuilding to ancillary residential accommodation.


Permitted
CH/2010/0654/FA
Lodge Cottage, Ponds Farm, Chalfont Road, Seer Green, HP9 2QP


Single storey side/rear extension.
CH/2010/0733/FA
Pondstile, 6 Chalfont Road, Seer Green, HP9 2YG


Detached double garage, erection of entrance gates and the laying of hardstanding.
CH/2010/0763/FA
24 Highlands Road, Seer Green, HP9 2XN


Single storey rear extension with accommodation in the roofspace and extension of existing roof to rear, front porch, new chimney and addition of one rooflight in each existing flank elevation.
CH/2010/0713/FA
Bottom Wood, 52 Long Grove, Seer Green HP9 2YW


First floor front extension, part two storey part single storey rear extension.
CH/2010/0775/FA
Conway, 46 Howard Crescent, Seer Green, HP9 2XP 


Replacement dwelling with widened vehicular access and extension of hardstanding.
CH/2010/0838/FA
Pantyles, 29 Gurnells Road, Seer Green, HP9 2XJ


Part two storey, part single storey extensions and roof extension to create two storey dwelling and creation of additional hardstanding.
CH/2010/0839/SA
12 Gurnells Road, Seer Green, HP9 2XJ 


Application for a Certificate of Lawfulness for a proposed operation relating to the creation of a vehicular crossover.
CH/2010/0865/FA
Bebek, 29 Howard Crescent, Seer Green, HP9 2XR


Single storey front extension to existing garage and insertion of first floor front dormer window.

CH/2010/0530/HB
Colliers, School Lane, Seer Green, HP9 2YS


Insertion of replacement windows and doors.

CH/2010/0960/FA
Oldfields Equestrian Centre, Chalfont Road, Seer Green, HP9 2QP


Retention of mobile home for residential purposes ancillary to equestrian use of land. 
The Parish Council sent a letter objecting to this application.  The application was permitted with conditional approval for temporary 3 year period expiring 30/9/13 by which log cabin and associated paraphernalia must be removed.
CH/2010/1033/SA
Weavers, Bottom Lane, Seer Green, HP9 2RH 


Application for a certificate of lawfulness for a proposed operation relating to the erection of a detached single storey outbuilding to rear of dwelling.
CH/2010/1077/FA
54 Orchard Road, Seer Green, HP9 2XU 


Single storey side/rear extension (amendment to planning permission CH/2010/0724/FA)
CH/2010/1125/FA
St Martins, 45 Long Grove, Seer Green, HP9 2YN


Erection of front roof canopy

7.
PRINCIPAL AGENDA ITEMS

i. PARISH PLAN: The Parish Plan has been reviewed by the Councillors and comments have been forwarded to Cllr Forsaith.  A recent summary of Parish Council activities will be included and a draft, user friendly,  pamphlet will be prepared to show Carol Nutkins at Community Impact Bucks for constructive feedback.  The Chalfont St Peter plan, which was recognised as a robust and comprehensive plan, will also be reviewed. Once the new pamphlet has been drafted it will be circulated to Councillors for comment.  (Action – Cllr Forsaith)
ii. NEWSLETTER: The following articles were agreed to be prepared for the next Newsletter; War Memorial – Cllr Scourfield; Jubilee Hall – Cllr Forsaith; Community Award – Cllr Rothwell; Playbuilder decision – Cllr Wiener; Future plans for Green Meadow – Cllr Lawton; Parish Councillor introduction – Cllr Kane; New tri-table, BKV results, Pavilion shower refurbishment, New cricket nets; Rights of Way Survey – Clerk.  Articles to be prepared by Wednesday 22nd September.  A draft of the next Newsletter will be prepared for the October meeting.  (Action - Clerk)
iii. SEER GREEN UNITED FOOTBALL CLUB: Following a number of issues during the last football season the Council reviewed their arrangements with Seer Green United Junior Football Team.  Cllr Clarke and Cllr Scourfield met with members of Seer Green United to determine their future use of the Recreation Ground.  A new set of terms and conditions for 2010 football season were drafted and agreed by the Parish Council and will now be forwarded to the Club.  New contracts will be issued to all sports teams who use the Recreation Ground.  (Action – Clerk)
8.
UPDATES ON OTHER MATTERS (Reports by Exception)

i. ENVIRONMENT:  Dog fouling on the main paths in Green Wood continues to upset residents.  It was agreed that Fineland Forestry would be asked to undertake a survey of the trees at the Recreation Ground and the allotments and also cut back overhanging trees in Green Meadow.  (Action – Cllr Hughes)
ii. PROPERTIES: Cllr Forsaith had noticed that some of the gravestones were leaning over in the Cemetery.  The stones were secure but several may need straightening.  A list will be formulated of those which need straightening.  (Action – Cllr Forsaith)
iii. COMMUNITY LIAISON: A recent family camp had been held on Jordan’s Village Green which had raised money for local causes.  The organiser had approached Cllr Webb to see if a similar camp could be held on the Recreation Ground next year.  The Parish Council were positive about the idea but would like further information.  The organiser will be invited to attend a Parish Council meeting.  (Action – Cllr Webb)
9.
report of the jubilee hall management sub-committee:  Cllr Forsaith updated the council on matters legal and administrative relating to the Jubilee Hall.  Cllr Kane has prepared a comprehensive external survey of the building and some remedial work has been carried out. Mr David Howkins has taken over as booking secretary for the hall.  The website has been updated, the URL is www.sgjubileehall.org.uk and hall contact number is now 01494 857760.  The hall rates are being reviewed in line with other local halls and the new rates will be introduced in January 2011.  Seer Green Combined CE School is in discussion with BCC about upgrading the hall to provide extended services for the school children.
10.
Any Other Business:   John Hoar, BBOWT (Berks. Bucks. and Oxfordshire Wildlife Trust) volunteer, is planning another day of events on Saturday 16th October in Long Grove Wood and would like to also use Green Wood.  The Parish Council agreed to this request but suggests that there are no dogs at the event because of the current issues with fouling in the wood.
Cllr Scourfield reported on his recent attendance at the Local Area Forum.  The LAF reported the Vehicle Activated Sign to slow traffic down on School Lane should be installed in November.  

Cllr Wiener advised the Council that he was moving away from the area and therefore resigned his position as Councillor.  The Chairman thanked Cllr Wiener for his hard work and service to the Parish Council.

Next Meeting – The next Parish Council Meeting will be held on Wednesday 6th October 2010, at 7.30pm in the Parish Church Hall.
The minutes are also available on the Parish Council website at www.seergreenparishcouncil.gov.uk. 
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