SEER GREEN PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

HELD ON WEDNESDAY 2nd NOVEMBER 2011 COMMENCING AT 7.30 pm

Present:
Cllr D Scourfield (Acting Chairman), Cllr C Hughes, Cllr N Rothwell, Cllr M Thomas and Cllr A Anderson. 
In attendance: 
Mr B Richardson, Mr R Gill and Mrs E Bates (Clerk).  

1. OPEN SESSION:  Mr Richardson, Chairman of the Seer Green Allotments Association (SGAA), proposed that we make it compulsory for new allotment holders to become members of the Allotment Association and pay a nominal £5.00 a year membership fee which the SGAA would hold and use for repairs to the site.  This was approved.  SGAA received a community grant from Chiltern District Council to extend the allotments.  A meeting will be held to agree the area of scrub/woodland to be reclaimed.  (Action – Cllr Hughes, Clerk)  




   Mr Rob Gill, a professional funding advisor, came to discuss the services he could offer to help fund raise towards the Green Meadow Playground refurbishment.  Details of the project will be sent to Mr Gill so that he could provide a more detailed proposal of how he could help.  (Action – Clerk)
2. Apologies for absence: Cllr J Forsaith and Cllr B Kane.
Approval of Minutes of the previous meeting:  The minutes were approved by Cllr Rothwell and Cllr Hughes.
Update on Actions from Previous Meeting:  
· Following research into a recent petition in Fulmer, which resulted in the village introducing some traffic calming measures, Cllr Thomas had prepared a report entitled ‘Let’s keep Seer Green safe’.  When the information is finalised it will be sent to residents in the Spring Newsletter.  (Action – Cllr Thomas)  
· The Seer Green Parish Council Emergency Plan was favourably approved by the Resilience Officer at BCC and will now be updated with contact numbers.  (Action – Cllr Forsaith) 
· Concerns had been raised with Bucks. County Council about the regularly occurring flood on New Barn Lane, BCC have advised that the bore hole will be re-dug in November.  
· It was agreed to purchase six new signs for Parish Council properties/land.  (Action – Cllr Forsaith, Clerk)   
Matters arising from the previous meeting not listed on the Agenda:  Nothing to add.
Risk Inspections:  The Risk Inspection book has been updated with the recent inspection of Green Wood.
3. DECLARATION OF INTEREST:  Cllr Rothwell declared an interest in planning application CH/2011/1317/FA Third House Manor Crescent. Cllr Anderson declared an interest in planning application CH/2011/1582/FA 1 Pear Tree Close.
4. Correspondence:   A thank you letter was received from the Chilterns Conservation Board for a recent donation.
5. Finance  

Payments amounting to             

    £14,658.32 were made  

Income 




      £1,750.00

Closing balances

                            £66,282.13
Review of the half-year accounts, proposals for the 2012/13 draft budget

The half-year accounts were reviewed in detail and a draft of the 2012/2013 budget was circulated and discussed.  The Treasurer explained the accounts, reserve and surplus balances.  All final comments to be sent to Cllr Scourfield before the next meeting when the budget will be approved and the precept will be agreed.  (Action – All Councillors)  The Long Term Plan was also discussed and will be updated for final review at the next meeting. (Action – Cllr Scourfield)
6.
Planning

Notices of new planning applications continue to be displayed on the notice board and website.  Letters were sent to CDC Planning Department objecting to applications CH/2011/1466/FA: Woodleigh Grange, Long Bottom Lane, CH/2011/1470/FA: Squirrels Leap, Bottom Lane, CH/2011/1473/FA: Highclere Field Stable and CH/2011/1317/FA Third House, Manor Crescent.  A letter was also sent raising concerns about application CH/2011/1519/FA at 112 Chalfont Road.  
Permitted
CH/2011/1292/FA1 
Howard Road, Seer Green, HP9 2XT


Part two storey, part single storey front/side extension

CH/2011/1297/FA 
Jasmin, 33 Highlands Road, Seer Green, HP9 2XL


Part two storey, part single storey rear extension, insertion of one roof light in the front roof slope.

Refused

CH/2011/1208/OA
Manor Farm, School Lane, Seer Green, HP9 2YE


Replacement dwelling with detached garage.

7.
PRINCIPAL AGENDA ITEMS

i. green meadow:  Following the meeting with Mr Gill (as minuted in the Open Session) it was agreed that his proposals will be reviewed before the next steps for the project are taken forward. (Action - Clerk)
8.
UPDATES ON OTHER MATTERS (Reports by Exception)

i. JUBILEE HALL: The health and safety policy is now in place.  A new notice board in the main hall now displays the statutory and regulatory notices.  The cold water tank has now been cleaned and reinsulated.  BCC have sent through proposals to improve the toilet areas which will be reviewed by the Jubilee Hall Committee. The hall now has two new wide brooms.



        
ii. ENVIRONMENT:     Following the Chiltern Woodlands Project report, a planning application has been raised - CH/2011/1678/TP Woodland at Green Wood, School Lane to remove a number of holly trees and some clumps of hazel marked with orange paint spots close to the footpaths within the wood - all protected by a Tree Preservation Order.  If approved the work will be started in December.  (Action – Cllr Hughes)  A Seer Mead resident continues to fly tip their grass cuttings in Green Wood near the cemetery, despite a written request asking them not to do so. Further advice on the matter will be sought from Chiltern District Council Waste Management department. (Action – Clerk)
iii. PROPERTIES:  Following the installation of the blue polysafe flooring, the shower and changing rooms’ refurbishment at the Pavilion is now complete.
iv. COMMUNITY LIAISON:  Newsletter 15 is being printed and will be delivered shortly.  (Action - All Councillors)
9.
Any Other Business:   Nothing to report.
Next Meeting – The next Parish Council Meeting will be held on Wednesday 7th December 2011 at 7.30pm in the Parish Church Hall on School Lane.
The minutes are also available on the Parish Council website at www.seergreenparishcouncil.gov.uk. 
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