SEER GREEN PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

HELD ON WEDNESDAY 4th FEBRUARY 2009 COMMENCING AT 7.30 pm

Present:
Cllr P Clarke (Chairman), Cllr C Hughes, Cllr D Scourfield, Cllr J Forsaith, Cllr A Nicholls, Cllr Lawton, Cllr T Wiener, Cllr N Rothwell and Cllr D Matthews
In attendance: 
PCSO John Webb, Polly Manser (Bucks Advertiser) and Mrs E Bates (Clerk).  

Open Session:  PCSO John Webb reported that there had been relatively little crime in Seer Green over the past month, but wanted to encourage residents to continue to report any incidents to 0845 8 505 505 or anonymously to CRIMESTOPPERS 0800 555 111.  Councillors reported that inconsiderate parking, which blocks the pavement, is forcing residents to walk on the road.  The Council has also received complaints about the vans parked on the large green verge at the entrance to Hearnes Meadow and also cars on Chalfont Road outside the Jolly Cricketers.  Cllr Hughes had spoken to the owner of the property whose workmen had damaged the grass in Hearnes Meadow and he has agreed to rectify the damage to the verge.  PCSO Webb said that he had asked for white lines to be painted on the corner of Stable Lane near the school to improve the safety of pedestrians crossing at this busy junction however this has been refused due to white lines having no legal bearing.  He also agreed to look at the parking situation when next on duty in the day.  Further Speed Awareness days will be scheduled over the next few months.
PCSO Webb also informed the Council that the Seer Green Sports and Social Committee had properly formed a constitution and elected the following committee members: Juliet Booth as Chairman, Bill Knight as Secretary and Steve Patel as Treasurer (although he was absent from the meeting).  The next meeting will be on Tuesday 3rd March at 7.00pm.  Cllr Matthews was asked by PCSO Webb whether he would be able to attend.  A copy of the constitution will be sent to the Clerk.  

Polly Manser from the Bucks Advertiser came to introduce herself to the Council.  She will be covering articles on Seer Green for the Beaconsfield version of the Advertiser and can be contacted by email at pollymanser@trinitysouth.co.uk.
2.
Apologies for absence: District Cllr Steve Patel.
Approval of Minutes of the previous meeting:  Approval of the minutes of the previous meeting was proposed by Cllr Forsaith and seconded by Cllr Scourfield.
Update on Actions from Previous Meeting:  

· At an earlier meeting Cllr Forsaith proposed the collaboration of a series of articles entitled ‘Your Village’ which could be published on paper or on the website.  The following articles are outstanding:- Village History (Action – Cllr Forsaith) and Green Wood. (Action – Cllr Hughes)  Cllr Forsaith would like to obtain more information on the history of Seer Green.  Cllr Hughes and the Clerk will pass on relevant material.  (Action – Cllr Hughes, Clerk)
· Three companies have now been identified with a possible solution for CCTV for the Recreation Ground.  The legal implications will be discussed with the Police.   (Action – Cllr Rothwell)
· A monthly inspection log has been prepared for the co-ordinators for the Properties and Environment working groups to complete and then file with the Clerk. Final changes will be confirmed. (Action – Cllr Clarke)
Matters arising from the previous meeting not listed on the Agenda: Nothing to report.
3.
Correspondence:  The incoming correspondence was reviewed by the Council and was distributed amongst the Councillors for further review.  
4.
Finance  
Payments amounting to             

     £4,706.24 were made  

Income 


                 
     £3,951.80
Seer Green Sports and Social Committee
     £1,625.00



Closing bank balance as of 26th Jan   
   £44,245.46

It was agreed that the money from BCC and CDC for the Seer Green Sports and Social Committee would be listed separately on the accounts. (Action – Clerk)   A quotation for £190.00 to cut back the blackthorn and hawthorn bordering the allotments was approved. (Action – Cllr Hughes)  The VAT will be reclaimed by the Council in February.  (Action – Clerk)  Concerns were raised about the significant increase in the water bill for the Pavilion and allotments.  The meter readings will be forwarded to Cllr Nicholls and then monitored. The water company will also be contacted to help investigate the increase.  (Action – Clerk, Cllr Nicholls)  A streetlight had recently been removed as the base had corroded and it was deemed unsafe.  SEC will be contacted to determine how frequently the lights are checked for corrosion.  (Action – Clerk)  A quotation had been prepared for a low cost solution for the hot water supply to the Pavilion, to make use of existing facilities (e.g. hot water tank).  Further investigation is required by the Property Working group to determine what other facilities at the Pavilion should be refurbished, e.g. showers, toilets.  (Action – Properties Working Group)  It was agreed to investigate what checks should be made on the water quality at the Pavilion.  (Action – Clerk)
5.
Planning

Notices of new Planning Applications continue to be displayed on the notice board and website.  Several enforcement issues are still outstanding.  The Parish Council has written to CDC asking for an update on these matters.  
Approved

CH/2008/1766/FA
10 Seer Mead, Seer Green, HP9 2QL


Two storey front/side/rear extension, single storey side extension, rear conservatory, 1 dormer window to the rear elevation to facilitate a loft conversion, new vehicular access to serve new parking area.

CH/2008/1769/FA
Land Rear of 11 to 17 Highland Road, Adjacent To Oakside and Fronting Bottom Lane, Seer Green


Detached two storey dwelling served by a new access off Bottom Lane and off-site highway works at the junction between Bottom Lane and Orchard Road (amendment to planning permission CH/2007/1521/FA)

CH/2008/1800/FA
Berries, 35 Chalfont Road, Seer Green, HP9 2QP


Front porch and pitched roof over garage

CH/2008/1813/FA
Hazel Cottage, Church Road, Seer Green, HP9 2XZ


Two storey side extension, single storey rear extension and single storey front extension including open porch


 
 

Refused 

CH/2008/1837/FA
Fallowfield, 39 Chalfont Road, Seer Green, HP9 2QP


First floor extension to create two storey dwelling and front porch


Refused by CDC as it was deemed visually intrusive with detrimental impact on No. 41.

New Applications

CH/2008/1974/FA
Green Hedges, 15 Howard Crescent, Seer Green, HP9 2XR


Ground floor/single storey front, side and rear extensions and first floor/roof extension to provide two storey dwelling


Parish Council objection due to scale and bulk, impact on street scene

CH/2008/2014/FA
Former Princess Marina Centre, Princess Grove, Seer Green


Retention of boundary walls and installation of gates

Parish Council objection as the wall exceeds 1.8m height previously agreed with CDC and subject to an enforcement notice.

CH/2008/2037/FA
Birchland House, School Lane, Seer Green, HP9 2QJ


Two storey front extension to existing garage block

Parish Council objection as it does not sufficiently address previous reasons for refusal
CH/2008/2020/SA
Westholme, 19 Howard Road, Seer Green, HP9 2XT

Application for a Certificate of Lawfulness for a proposed operation relating to the erection of a single storey side extension and a rear conservatory.

Parish Council made no comment

CH/2008/1907/FA 
Oldfields Equestrian Centre, Chalfont Road, Seer Green, HP9 2QP 


Removal of existing stables and manege and erection of building to provide equestrian facilities including indoor riding arena, 24 stables and rehabilitation centre and retention of timber building for temporary accommodation for equestrian worker.

Parish Council objection on basis of scale of development and impact in the green belt
6.
PRINCIPAL AGENDA ITEMS

i. Long Term Plan: The Parish Council Long Term Plan was discussed. The plan is a guide for major council expenditure over the next four years.  After several changes the plan was approved.  The final draft will be circulated to all Councillors.  (Action – Cllr D Scourfield)
ii. NEWSLETTER:  The following articles were agreed for the next Newsletter.  Speed Awareness (Action - Cllr Clarke) , Long Term Plan (Action - Cllr Scourfield), Scouts and Guides in Seer Green (Action – Cllr Nicholls) Green Wood and Risk Assessment, Allotment clearance, request for feedback on Footpaths, War Memorials, Security (car, house, personal and child), Bollards on Chalfont Road, Website, Flytipping at the Recreation Ground (Action – Clerk).  A draft will be prepared for the next meeting.  (Action – Clerk)
7.
UPDATES ON OTHER MATTERS (Reports by Exception)

i. ENVIRONMENT:  The work to cut down dead or dying trees in Green Wood has now been completed satisfactorily.  
ii. PROPERTIES: The Properties Working Group will determine the plan of work required for the water, showers, toilets etc in the Pavilion. (Action – Properties Working Group)  The large wooden bollard had been knocked from its stand in the car park.  Saunders Surfacing Contractors will be contacted to see if they can place it back on its mount and secure it.  (Action – Cllr Lawton) It was agreed to purchase a salt bin for the Car Park from BCC at a cost of £475.00.  (Action – Clerk)  Two bags of salt will be purchased for the cemetery shed to be used on path if it becomes slippery.  (Action – Clerk)  

iii. COMMUNITY LIAISON:  The next Seer Green Sports and Social Committee will be held at Juliet Booth’s house on Wed 3rd March at 7.00pm.
8.
Any Other Business: The Police Surgery on 9th Feb has had to be cancelled due to change in shifts.
Cllr Clarke updated the Council on the cessation of the Chiltern Local Area Committees and the planned formation of Local Area Forums.  The Parish Council awaits further information from both the County and District Councils on this matter.
Next Meeting – The next Parish Council Meeting will be held at 7.30 pm on Wednesday 4th

March 2009, in the Parish Church Hall.  

The minutes are also available on the Parish Council website at www.seergreenparishcouncil.gov.uk. 
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