SEER GREEN PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

HELD ON WEDNESDAY 4TH MAY 2011 COMMENCING AT 7.30 pm

Present:
Cllr J Forsaith (Acting Chairman), Cllr D Scourfield, Cllr C Hughes, Cllr B Kane and 
Cllr N Rothwell.
In attendance: 
Mr M Wyatt, Mr A Anderson and Mrs E Bates (Clerk).  

1. Open Session:  Mr Wyatt came to discuss planning application CH/2011/0551/FAE: Extension of time limit to planning permission CH/2008/1002/FA (Demolition of existing house and erection of two new dwellings) Squirrels Leap, Bottom Lane.  Since approval was given in 2008, the Government has issued PPS3 to replace its guidance document PPG3. Under PPG3 gardens had been classified as 'previously developed land', PPS3 now explicitly excludes ‘land in built-up areas such as private residential gardens’ from the classification of 'previously developed land'. The Parish Council will therefore review their response to this application. (Action – Cllr Rothwell)
Mr A Anderson came to discuss the refurbishment of the shower rooms at the Pavilion.  He said that the football team had already raised £5k and were still waiting to hear back from further organisations.  The Parish Council stated that they would be discussing the shower refurbishment as part of the Long Term Plan item later in the meeting.

As the Parish Council is without a Chairman, Cllr Scourfield and Cllr Forsaith agreed to share the role until it was filled.
It was agreed that the Council would send a letter against the HS2 proposal and also prepare a briefing sheet for residents.  (Action – Cllr Scourfield, Councillors)
Apologies for absence: Cllr M Thomas.
2. Approval of Minutes of the previous meeting:  The minutes were approved by Cllr Hughes and Cllr Kane.
Update on Actions from Previous Meeting:  
· The Parish Council is trying to raise funds to refurbish the playground in Green Meadow.     If Paradigm residents send letters to support this project then an application will be submitted to Paradigm Homes for £4,350. A letter for Paradigm residents has been prepared ready for delivery.  (Action – Cllr Hughes, Clerk)  
· The Village Plan has now been finalised for publication. It will be published on the website and copies will be printed for purchase at a cost of £2. (Action –Clerk)
· The new allotment gardens have now been fenced and rotavated. 
· New Terms and Conditions for SG United Football Team to be agreed.  (Action – Clerk)
· The Village Tidy day in preparation for the Best Kept Village competition will be held on Saturday 21st May at 10.00 am meeting at the Cemetery. (All Councillors)
Matters arising from the previous meeting not listed on the Agenda:  Nothing to add.
Risk Inspections:  The inspection book was updated by Cllr Hughes.
3.
DECLARATION OF INTEREST:  There were no declarations of interest.

4.
Correspondence:  Bucks County Council now have a larger budget available for their delegated budget scheme and had invited parish to suggest further projects.  The Parish Council requested another Vehicle Activated Sign for Chalfont Road and also £5k for the bore hole to be re-dug on Newbarn Lane to stop the flooding.  (Action - Clerk)

The Jolly Cricketers had sent a letter enclosing a further cheque for £120 raised through their Easter Raffle to go towards the refurbishment of Green Meadow play area.  A letter of thanks will be sent. (Action - Clerk)
5.
Finance  
Payments amounting to             

      £2,866.28 were made  

Income                  
   


    £21,800.00

Closing balances

                            £51,235.40

(Bank statements were unavailable.)  
The 2010/11 annual accounts were presented by the Financial Officer who stated that these were prepared on a cash basis.  The accounts were approved by the Parish Council.  The audit comments from the previous year had been acted on.  The Parish Council have appointed Ernest Newhouse as internal auditor who will conduct the audit on 18th May.  Mazars will then conduct the external audit.  (Action – Cllr Scourfield, Clerk) Due to the recent change in Councillors the bank mandates will be reviewed. (Action – Cllr Scourfield)
6.
Planning

Notices of new planning applications continue to be displayed on the notice board and website.  Concerns were raised about the development of the frontage of the Three Horseshoes onto Orchard Road. The submitted plans indicated that dropped granite kerbstones would be used to delineate the edge of the roadway and that the associated parking area would be in-filled with grey granite sets, thus making an attractive edge to the roadway.  To date this area has been completed with tarmac.  A letter of enquiry will be sent to Chiltern District Council Planning department.  (Action – Cllr Rothwell)
Permitted
CH/2011/0202/FA
Pantyles, 29 Gurnells Road, Seer Green, HP9 2XJ


Part two storey, part first floor front/side/rear extension to create a two storey dwelling, single storey side extensions, front porch canopy and laying of hardstanding.


CH/2011/0251/FA
Broom House, Bottom Lane, Seer Green, HP9 2UH


Part two storey, part single storey rear extension, retaining wall to rear of dwelling and timber 2 metre high close boarded fencing to west and south boundaries.


Parish Council wrote requesting condition requiring maintenance of the hedge.

CH/2011/0318/FA
Hawkridge, Manor Crescent, Seer Green, HP9 2QX


Part first floor, part single storey rear extension.
Refused

CH/2011/0237/RM
Land Front of 1 Privet Cottage, Church Road, Seer Green


Installation of telecommunications cabinet.


Parish Council wrote objecting to location of cabinet proposing alternatives.
7.
PRINCIPAL AGENDA ITEMS

i. LONG TERM PLAN:  Cllr Scourfield updated the Council on the Long Term Plan for 2011- 2015. It was agreed that there would be approximately £40k to be spent over the next 4 years.  £10k would be available in the current financial year for the refurbishment of the shower rooms at the Pavilion.  With the contribution of £5k from the adult football team it was agreed that the refurbishment would be carried out in July/August.  (Action – Cllr Forsaith, Clerk)  Other projects including a war memorial, Green Meadow equipment, streetlights and enhancements to the cemetery entrance were also agreed.  (Action - Cllr Scourfield)
8.
UPDATES ON OTHER MATTERS (Reports by Exception)

i. JUBILEE HALL: The Jubilee Hall Management Committee is still waiting to hear from Bucks. County Council for the finalised lease and new Management Agreement. When these have been agreed the budget will be presented for approval by the Parish Council. (Action – Cllr Forsaith)  It was agreed that the school will be invoiced directly from 1st April  2011.  (Action – Clerk)
ii. ENVIRONMENT:  There had been a number of incidents where people had been cycling dangerously in Green Wood.  The ‘No Cycling’ sign had been vandalised and removed.  A new sign will be ordered.  (Action – Clerk)  The Police have been informed.  Dog fouling had also increased.
iii. PROPERTIES:  Nothing to report
iv. COMMUNITY LIAISON:  Cllr Scourfield attended the HS2 summit in Aylesbury.  He reported that all of the MP’s who attended were against the proposal apart from Dominic Grieve who was noncommittal.  Residents have until 20th July to comment on the consultation.  A letter opposing the scheme will be prepared from the Parish Council. (Action – Cllr Scourfield)  It was also agreed to prepare a letter for residents to encourage them to feedback on the consultation process.  (Action – Cllr Forsaith)
9.
Any Other Business:   The Emergency Plan had been re-circulated.  Cllr Rothwell will forward his comments to Cllr Forsaith, it will then be updated and sent to the Resilience Manager at BCC for comment.  (Action - Cllr Forsaith)
The Parish Council has vacancies for 3 new Councillors.  Mr Anderson indicated his interest in standing for the position.  Councillor responsibilities will be discussed at the next meeting.

Next Meeting – The next Parish Council Meeting will be held on Wednesday 8th June 2011 at 7.30pm in the Pavilion at the Recreation Ground.

The minutes are also available on the Parish Council website at www.seergreenparishcouncil.gov.uk. 
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