SEER GREEN PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

HELD ON WEDNESDAY 5th MAY 2010 COMMENCING AT 7.30 pm

Present:
Cllr P Clarke (Chair), Cllr J Forsaith, Cllr D Scourfield, Cllr N Rothwell, Cllr M Webb,       Cllr B Kane and Cllr T Wiener.
In attendance: 
Mr Art Anderson, Mrs K. Hawes, District Councillor S Patel and Mrs E Bates (Clerk).  

1.
Open Session:  Mr Anderson, who represents the Seer Green adult football team, came to ask the council if the showers could be reinstated in the Pavilion. The team were willing to raise funds towards the cost and may be able to help with some of the work.  It was agreed that Cllr Forsaith, the Clerk and Mr Anderson would meet with contractors to understand the cost and work involved in refitting the shower rooms.  (Action - Cllr Forsaith, Clerk)
An issue was raised about the number of people who now park in the Cemetery when collecting their children from school. The Clerk had also noticed the increase, as four vehicles were parked there one afternoon in the previous week.  The School would be contacted to see if they can put a polite request to refrain from this parking in their next newsletter.  (Action – Clerk)
Cllr Patel came to discuss the issue of parking in the centre of the village.  The success of the Jolly Cricketers had caused an increase in parked cars on the Chalfont Road leading to issues with the morning school coaches.  The Police will be informed as they are already monitoring parking issues in this area. (Action – Clerk)
2. 
Apologies for absence: Cllr Hughes and Cllr Lawton.
Approval of Minutes of the previous meeting:  The minutes were approved by Cllr Forsaith and Cllr Scourfield.
4.
Declaration of Interest:  There were no declarations of interest.
Update on Actions from Previous Meeting:  
· Cllr Forsaith previously suggested a scheme for planting Cherry Trees on the Recreation Ground. The matter will be discussed further at a meeting with both Cllr Forsaith and Cllr Hughes.  (Action - Cllr Forsaith and Cllr Hughes) 
· A proposal has now been submitted to CDC’s Playbuilder Fund to significantly upgrade the play facilities in Green Meadow.  There are two grant awards of £50,000 available. If successful the local playground would be transformed. 29 children from Year 6 had written to the Parish Council describing their ideas and suggestions for improvements, which were included in the submission.    
· Complaints have been received about the state of the verge opposite Colliers following the renovations.  The owner of Colliers will be contacted.  (Action – Clerk)
· Planning issues previously raised by Mr P Meakin are being monitored. (Action – Planning Working Group)
· The Three Horseshoes have been contacted about their damaged sign.  The current occupier is trying to get it repaired.

Matters arising from the previous meeting not listed on the Agenda:  Cllr Scourfield attended the Chalfont Local Area Forum hosted by BCC and reported that under Delegated Budget scheme Seer Green Parish Council were awarded £7,800 for a Vehicle Activated Sign on School Lane.  The following concerns previously raised by the Parish Council were also discussed:- Longbottom Lane road surface had failed in under a year so will be reported back to the contractors; the borehole on Newbarn Lane needs redrilling to cope with floodwater, this is currently awaiting senior management budget approval.  The Seer Green Parish Plan also needs updating and professional advice will be sought from Community Impact Bucks.  (Action – Cllr Forsaith) The LAF would also like to know the Seer Green priorities for the 2010/11 Delegated Budget Scheme.  The matter will be discussed in more detail at the next meeting.  (Action – Clerk)
5.
Correspondence:  The incoming correspondence was reviewed by the Council.    
The Council had received the Green Meadow playground inspection report from Wicksteed Leisure which highlighted a number of areas for improvement.  As these items were not high risk it was decided to wait for the Playbuilder Fund decision on Green Meadow.
Bucks County Council advised the Parish Council that the Parish Paths scheme, which currently funds a significant part of the footpath clearance and repair work in Seer Green, has now been withdrawn due to financial constraints.  However they were willing to discuss how they can still accommodate funding for local maintenance work.  (Action – Clerk)
Seer Green and Jordans Society provided a statement on the High Speed Rail Route 2.5 which following correspondence with the Department of Transport confirmed that “there are no current proposals to consider the route through our community”.  However residents may wish to form a view on the proposed Route 3 High Speed Rail Link through Chalfont St Giles and Amersham.
6.
Finance  
Payments amounting to             

   £15,773.35 were made  

Income                  
   


   £32,972.60

Closing balances  

                           £47,512.10
The 2009/10 annual accounts were presented by the Financial Officer who stated that these were prepared on a cash basis with no accruals.  The accounts were approved by the Parish Council.  The Council approved the annual audit governance statement and it was duly signed by the Chairman, Financial Officer and the Clerk.   Mr Ernest Newhouse had agreed to conduct the Council’s internal audit on 11th May. (Action – Cllr Scourfield, Clerk)  A notice about the audit and the opportunity for residents to inspect the Parish Council accounts for the year ending 31 Mar 2010 will be placed on the notice board.
7.
Planning

Notices of new Planning Applications continue to be displayed on the notice board and website.  
Refused
CH/2010/0140/FA
Wattsville, 6 Gurnells Road, Seer Green, HP9 2XJ


Single storey front extension to outbuilding with link to existing dwelling to form residential annexe.


Parish Council Objection – The development was forward of the building line and there was a reduction in parking provision.

CH/2010/0232/FA
Wessex House, Newbarn Lane, Seer Green, HP9 2QZ


Erection of detached stable building


Permitted

CH/2010/0112/FA
The Barn, Hall Place, School Lane, Seer Green, HP9 2YE


Alterations to existing barn including alterations to garage doors and insertion of two roof lights in east elevation, alterations to openings and timber boarding in north and south elevations.

CH/2010/0113/HB
The Barn, Hall Place, School Lane, Seer Green, HP9 2YE


Alterations to existing barn including alterations to garage doors and insertion of two roof lights in east elevation, alterations to openings and timber boarding in north and south elevations.

CH/2010/0174/FA 
Farm End House, 51 Chalfont Road, Seer Green, HP9 2QP 


Part two storey, part single storey rear extension.

CH/2010/0369/SA
West Riding, Bottom Lane, Seer Green, HP9 2RH


Application for a certificate of lawfulness for a proposed operation relating to the construction of a partially underground leisure building to the rear of the dwelling comprising a swimming pool, changing facilities and access steps.

8.
PRINCIPAL AGENDA ITEMS

i. OUTDOOR GYM: District Cllr Steve Patel came to discuss his proposal for an outdoor gym in Green Meadow.  Over £2000 has been raised to fund adult fitness equipment to aid health and well being in the village.  It was agreed that professional advice on the effectiveness of this equipment would be sought from the local Primary Care Trust.  Cllr Patel would pass the contact details for the PCT onto the Clerk.  The Parish Council would also prepare a draft questionnaire to ascertain whether residents would want/use this type of equipment.  (Action – Cllr Kane and Cllr Forsaith)
ii. Jubilee Hall: Jerry Maddox had informed the PC by email that a resolution was passed at the Jubilee Hall Management Committee AGM on 4th May that the present trustees of the hall would resign in favour of the Parish Council, if the Parish Council formally agrees on accepting the hall as sole trustee.  Mrs Rich-Darley, the current booking secretary, had informed the JHMC that she wished to stand down as booking secretary.  It was agreed that a new booking secretary would be found once the ownership of the hall had been finalised.  There were a number of maintenance issues that needed to be resolved with Mr Maddox.  A meeting would be organised to review these.  (Action – Cllr Forsaith, Clerk)  The Parish Council wanted to ascertain who in BCC was financially and legally responsible for the building.  (Action – Cllr Scourfield)  Cllr Forsaith agreed to update Mr Maddox on the Council’s current position with the plan to make a formal decision at the next meeting on 9th June.  (Action – Cllr Forsaith)
iii. 305 BUS SERVICE: Following consultation with residents a new 305 Bus Service will be introduced by operator Carousel Buses on 10th May.  The new timetable is available on the BCC website.
iv. SEER GREEN UNITED JUNIOR FOOTBALL TEAMS: A recent unsatisfactory incident at the Pavilion and a number of issues over the past season has prompted the Council to review the arrangements with Seer Green United Junior Football Team.  Cllr Clarke and Cllr Scourfield will meet with members of Seer Green United to determine their future use of the Recreation Ground.  (Action – Cllr Clarke and Cllr Scourfield)
9.
UPDATES ON OTHER MATTERS (Reports by Exception)

i. ENVIRONMENT:  Nothing to report.
ii. PROPERTIES: The Clerk had received a quotation from Mr Layzell for the plastering and decorating of the toilets at the Pavilion following recent plumbing work.  This quotation was approved by the council.  (Action – Clerk)
iii. COMMUNITY LIAISON: It was agreed to hold a village tidy morning on Saturday 22nd May at 10.00am starting at the Cemetery, followed in the afternoon by a walk of the village boundary to check footpaths and photograph the edge of the village.  (Action – All Councillors)
10.
Any Other Business:   The Clerk circulated a summary of the Special Trees project undertaken by the Seer Green and Jordan’s Society, which was favourably received by the Parish Councillors.  The exhibition will take place on Saturday 29th May in the Parish Church Hall.
A complaint had been made about the alarm at Seer Green Motors on Chalfont Road which has been regularly going off and disturbing residents.  The matter will be referred to the Police.  (Action – Clerk)
Next Meeting – The next Parish Council Meeting will be held on Wednesday 9th June 2010, at 7.30pm in the Parish Church Hall.
The minutes are also available on the Parish Council website at www.seergreenparishcouncil.gov.uk. 
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