SEER GREEN PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

HELD ON WEDNESDAY 6TH JULY 2011 COMMENCING AT 7.30 pm

Present:
Cllr D Scourfield (Acting Chairman), Cllr J Forsaith, Cllr C Hughes, Cllr M Thomas,        Cllr B Kane and Cllr Anderson. 
In attendance: 
PC Gavin McVeigh, Mr I Hawes and Mrs E Bates (Clerk).  

1. OPEN SESSION:  PC McVeigh came to discuss the parking issues in the village. Various actions had been taken to try and help alleviate the problem.  Drinking and littering in Green Meadow was also reported and will be monitored.
2. Apologies for absence: Cllr N Rothwell.
Approval of Minutes of the previous meeting:  The minutes were approved by Cllr Thomas and Cllr Anderson.
Update on Actions from Previous Meeting:  
· The Parish Council is trying to raise funds to refurbish the playground in Green Meadow.     Paradigm residents have been sent a letter asking for their support for a funding application to Paradigm Homes.  So far one letter of support has been received.  
· M J Phillips will be contacted to see when the work on the potholes in the Cemetery driveway will be carried out.  (Action – Clerk)
· New Terms and Conditions for SG United Football Team have been prepared.  When approved these will be sent to Seer Green United for signing.  (Action – Cllr Anderson, Clerk) 

Matters arising from the previous meeting not listed on the Agenda:  Nothing to add.
Risk Inspections:  A copy of the latest Risk Assessment will be emailed to Cllr Thomas and Cllr Anderson.  (Action – Clerk)
3. DECLARATION OF INTEREST:  There were no declarations of interest.
4. Correspondence:  Jordans Taverners Cricket Club asked for the Parish Council to provide a new line marker (at a cost of £435 plus vat) as the old one was now broken.  As this is used by all the sports teams at the Recreation Ground it was approved.  (Action – Clerk)
5. Finance  

Payments amounting to             

      £4,146.65 were made  

Income                  
   


         £688.48

Closing balances

                            £68,388.37
Internal Audit Report:- The internal auditor comments were reviewed. In the previous audit the external auditor, Mazars, was concerned that the VAT had been netted off, this would now be resolved as the Parish Council will move to an accruals system over the next year. Other points included in the report were; Risk assessment actions should be noted on the RA schedule, bank statements must be signed and dated by the Financial Officer and petty cash expenditure should be analysed against various categories.  (Action – Cllr Scourfield, Clerk)  
Lloyds Bank Mandate:- A new bank mandate for cheque signatories is required following changes in councillors and it was resolved that the following councillors would be the signatories on the account – Cllr Scourfield, Cllr Forsaith, Cllr Hughes, Cllr Rothwell and Cllr Kane. Once signed, the new mandate will be delivered to the bank. (Action – Cllr Scourfield)  
7.
Planning

Notices of new planning applications continue to be displayed on the notice board and website.  Concerns were raised about two major developments on Longbottom Lane. (a) CH/2011/0975/FA Woodleigh Grange - proposal to demolish house and replace with new dwelling.  (b) CH/2011/0982/FA Red Cottage - proposal to demolish house and replace with 2 new dwellings.  Letters listing the concerns will be sent to CDC Planning department, copying in the Chairman of the Planning Committee.  (Action - Cllr Scourfield, Cllr Rothwell)
Permitted
CH/2011/0085/FA
Rose Cottage, 1 Orchard Road, Seer Green, HP9 2YA


Single storey rear extension, new courtyard wall and new pedestrian access and gate onto footpath to rear.
CH/2011/0667/FA
Glenmere, Manor Crescent, Seer Green, HP9 2QX


Roof extension incorporating first floor rear extension and two dormer windows within the front elevation, front porch and single storey rear extension

CH/2011/0719/FA
Woodthorpe, Manor Crescent, Seer Green, HP9 2QX


Rear conservatory

Refused

CH/2011/0662/FA
1 Howard Road, Seer Green, HP9 2XT 


Part two storey, part single storey front/side extension
CH/2011/0542/FA
The Meadows, 9 Seer Mead, Seer Green, HP9 2QL


Erection of replacement dwelling and detached garage and a new vehicular access with the laying of associated hard standing
8.
PRINCIPAL AGENDA ITEMS

i. PAVILION SHOWERS:  Three separate quotations had been received to refurbish the shower rooms at the Pavilion.  The quotation for Chalfont Plumbing and Heating was unanimously approved and the details of the quotations have been recorded as a closed minute.  The refurbishment will take place in August during the school holidays.  (Action – Cllr Scourfield, Clerk)  It was agreed to replace the vinyl flooring in the changing room. (Action – Clerk)
9.
UPDATES ON OTHER MATTERS (Reports by Exception)

i. JUBILEE HALL: The Jubilee Hall Management Committee is extremely disappointed that they are still waiting to hear from Bucks. County Council for the finalised lease and new Management Agreement. A letter will be sent to John Perry in BCC’s Legal department asking for these documents. (Action – Cllr Forsaith)  The accounts were presented.  The hall made a profit of £4,345 for 2010/11 against a loss of £1,487 in the previous year.
ii. ENVIRONMENT:  The Parish Council had reported and photographed a crack in a huge stem of an ash tree which was leaning at an acute angle over FP16 (to the recreation ground).    BCC had tried to contact the owner but unfortunately since the report the branch had fallen on the footpath and into the neighbouring field.  BCC had cleared the footpath.       




 It was agreed that John Morris from the Chilterns Woodland Project would be asked to inspect Green Wood and provide a management advice letter.  (Action – Cllr Hughes)  Concerns were raised about the hedge in Church Road which is encroaching into the road.  Any concerns should be reported to BCC Transport for Buckinghamshire on 0845 2302882.  It was agreed that the dead cherry tree on the verge in Hearnes Meadow should be cut down and the stump ground out so that a replacement tree can be planted.  If BCC are unwilling to grind out the stump then Fineland Forestry will be asked to do the work. The dead cherry tree in the Pavilion’s Montessori garden will also be removed. (Action – Clerk)
iii. PROPERTIES:  Wording was agreed for two new signs that will be ordered for the Green Meadow gates to provide the address of the playground in the event of an emergency.  (Action – Clerk)  Cemetery – burial space allocation:  Due to the lack of burial space in the Cemetery it was agreed to re-landscape some areas to provide more burial plots.  Quotations will be requested to: - take out the raised flower bed at the rear of the Cemetery; reuse the sleepers to provide a raised bed around the central oak tree; demolish the rear wall; remove paving slabs at the rear of the oak tree and use them to replace broken stones at the front of the tree.  The area cleared by this work will be used for full burial plots.  (Action – Clerk)  It was agreed to progress the project on providing an outside War Memorial in Seer Green.  Suggestions will be discussed with representatives from both churches.  (Action – Cllr Scourfield and Cllr Kane)
iv. COMMUNITY LIAISON:  Cllr Thomas reported that a recent petition in Fulmer resulted in the village introducing some traffic calming measures.  She will undertake research to find out what actions they took.  (Action – Cllr Thomas)  The Chalfonts Local Area Forum has asked the Parish Council to reconfirm local priorities for the meeting on 13th July.  It was agreed that these should be speeding, state of the roads and fighting against HS2. (Action – Cllr Scourfield)  
10.
Any Other Business:   Cllr Scourfield and Cllr Forsaith agreed to cover for the Clerk during her holiday.  A meeting will be arranged to handover.  (Action - Cllr Forsaith, Cllr Scourfield. Clerk)  Cllr Scourfield will chair the September meeting. 
Next Meeting – The next Parish Council Meeting will be held on Wednesday 7th September 2011 at 7.30pm in the Parish Church Hall on School Lane.

The minutes are also available on the Parish Council website at www.seergreenparishcouncil.gov.uk. 
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