SEER GREEN PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

HELD ON WEDNESDAY 7th MARCH 2012 COMMENCING AT 7.30 pm

Present:
Cllr D Scourfield (Acting Chairman), Cllr J Forsaith, Cllr C Hughes, Cllr A Anderson, Cllr B Kane, Cllr M Thomas, Cllr O Davison-Oakley and Cllr R Darlington. 
In attendance: 
Steve Patel and Mrs E Bates (Clerk).  

1. OPEN SESSION:  Mr Patel came to inform the Council that he is trying to organise Seer Green’s entry for Britain in Bloom and is looking for local support.  The Parish Council offered to make a small financial contribution towards the project.  Mr Patel is also looking for residents input into the Bucks County Council Health and Well-being strategy.   
2. CO-OPTION OF COUNCILLORS:  Olwyn Davison-Oakley and Richard Darlington were co-opted onto the Council and duly signed the declaration of acceptance of office.  The Registration of Members forms need to be completed and returned to the Clerk.  (Action - Cllr Davison-Oakley and Cllr Darlington)

3. Apologies for absence: Cllr N Rothwell.
Approval of Minutes of the previous meeting:  The minutes were approved by Cllr Forsaith and Cllr Hughes.
Update on Actions from Previous Meeting:  
· The Seer Green Parish Council Emergency Plan will be finalised and distributed to key stakeholders.  (Action – Cllr Forsaith, Clerk) 
· Concerns were raised as to whether the existing VAS in School Lane was working properly.  BCC will be asked to have it checked again.  (Action – Clerk) 
· Concerns were raised about the state of the footpath to Manor Farm.  This will be discussed with the Area Rights of Way Co-ordinator.  (Action – Cllr Hughes)
Matters arising from the previous meeting not listed on the Agenda:  Nothing to add.
Risk Inspections:  A letter requesting annual/bi-annual arboriculture inspections had been sent to Fineland Forestry.  The Risk Assessment document had been updated and will be sent to Cllr Rothwell.  (Action - Clerk)
4. DECLARATION OF INTEREST:  The following declarations of interest were made.  Cllr D Scourfield as a resident of Church Road (item 10).  Cllr Mandy Thomas as she has links with Highclere Stables (item 6).  Cllr Kane as the owner of a planning application of Seer Mead.  Cllr Davison-Oakley (Headmistress) and Cllr Forsaith (School Governor) as the school uses Jubilee Hall. 
5. Correspondence:
It was agreed that Seer Green would enter the Buckinghamshire Association of Local Councils, 2012 Best Kept Village competition.  (Action – Clerk) 
Seer Green United Football Team had requested to use Portaloo’s at the Recreation Ground for their Fun Day on 16th June, this request was approved. Location to be confirmed with the Parish Council prior to delivery date. (Action – Clerk)
Complaints continue to be received about the amount of dog waste that is being left on pavements around the village, of particular concern is the pavement from Wynnswick Road, down Orchard Road to Bottom Lane and Howard Road/Howard Crescent.  An article will be placed in the next Newsletter and the Environmental Health Team at Chiltern District Council will also be advised. (Action – Clerk)
A new contract had been received from D Cook for litter clearance work around the village.  This contract was approved and signed.  (Action – Clerk)
6. Finance  

Payments amounting to             

      £8,988.57 were made  

Income 




         £180.00

Closing balances

                           £60,438.57
The Parish Council VAT return for repayment had been submitted to HM Revenue and Customs.  A new lease had been prepared and sent to the Chilterns Montessori School. The Parish Council is awaiting their comments.
The Parish Council had received the insurance policy from Came and Company for renewal on 1st April 2012.  The policy was approved. (Action – Clerk)
A quotation had been received from Chalfont Plumbing and Heating service to replace two faulty heaters in the Pavilion.  This quote was approved.  (Action – Clerk)
Cllr Patel reported that all 30 copies of the village plans supplied had been purchased.  An invoice will be sent to Lambs Newsagent.  (Action – Clerk)
7.
Planning
Notices of new planning applications continue to be displayed on the notice board and website.  It was agreed to write against planning application CH/2012/0042/FA, Highclere Field Stables, Newbarn Lane, Seer Green for the erection of stable block extension and temporary caravan as this would be development in the Green Belt.  (Action – Clerk)  The Parish Council will advise Chiltern District Council Planning department about their reservations for the precise location of application CH/2011/1911/FA (Seer Green & Jordans Railway Station, Farm Lane, Jordans) of the proposed Orange Telecoms structure, but accepts that the utilisation of a ‘brownfield’ site, despite its location within the Metropolitan Green Belt, is far preferable to other sites considered by Mono Consultants within the village of Seer Green.  (Action – Clerk)
Permitted
CH/2011/2006/FA
15 Drovers Way, Seer Green, HP9 2XF


Rear conservatory


CH/2011/2033/FA
West Riding, Bottom Lane, Seer Green, HP9 2RH 


Replacement dwelling and detached double garage. 
CH/2011/2050/FA1 
Pear Tree Close, Seer Green, HP9 2UY


Part two storey, part single storey side extension.
CH/2011/1912/VRC
Squirrels Leap, Bottom Lane, Seer Green, HP9 2UH 


Variation of Condition 17 of planning permission CH/2011/1470/FA so as to allow the erection of detached triple garages to Plots 1 and 2.

The Parish Council objected to this overdevelopment (had also objected to in previous applications)

CH/2011/2043/FA
St Julians, Manor Crescent, Seer Green, HP9 2QX 


Part two storey, part single storey rear extension, part two storey, part single storey front/side extension,
single storey front extension, lean-to roof canopy across resultant front elevation and rendering of existing building and proposed extension.


Refused

CH/2011/2018/FA
Dormers, Manor Crescent, Seer Green, HP9 2QX  


Two storey rear extension, new pitched roofs to existing dormer windows on front elevation, rendering of resultant dwelling, alterations to vehicular access and laying of hard standing.

8.
PRINCIPAL AGENDA ITEMS

i. green meadow:  Cllr Thomas presented her findings on her review of newly installed playground facilities in the local area. It was agreed that the whole of Green Meadow was under review so that the whole of the meadow could be better utilised.  The area needed surveying and Cllr Thomas would contact local landscape gardeners for advice. (Action – Cllr Thomas)
ii. WAR MEMORIAL LOCATION: Cllr Scourfield had received commitment of funding from local residents and organisations, he had also submitted applications towards local grants towards the project.  The Seer Green and Jordans Community Trust, who are staging the concert in celebration of the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee, had also committed to providing part of any profits made towards the memorial. A proposal was made that the war memorial should be in the style of a Celtic cross and located in the middle of the beech hedge at the front of the Cemetery on School Lane in a gap of around 6 metres. A vote was taken, with the proposal carried, 7 for and 1 against.  The war memorial details are in the Newsletter which is hoped to be delivered in late March.  Work on preparing the gap in the hedge and the foundations will take place this spring. (Action – Cllr Scourfield, Cllr Kane)
9.
UPDATES ON OTHER MATTERS (Reports by Exception)

i. JUBILEE HALL: The Lease and the Management Agreement is still under discussion with BCC.  The project to refurbish the toilets had started on 5th March and will take approximately four weeks.  The stage wall will also be plastered. It was also agreed that the mains electricity board would be upgraded and the hot water system improved.  (Action – Cllr Forsaith)
 
ii. ENVIRONMENT:    An area of Green Meadow will be prepared for the planting of a number of Jubilee trees which have now been delivered.  (Action – Clerk)  The Allotments Association and the Scouts/Cubs/Beavers will be planting trees at the Recreation Ground.
iii. PROPERTIES:  A boot scraper has been ordered for the Recreation Ground. (Action – Clerk) The football pitches were becoming waterlogged and may need spiking.  The area will be monitored.  (Action – Cllr Anderson)
iv. COMMUNITY LIAISON:  Newsletter 16 was approved and will now be sent to the printers.
10.
Any Other Business:  Since School Lane has been resurfaced the white lines have not been repainted on Bayne Hill.  Contact will be made with the Highways Technician to see if this can be rectified. (Action – Clerk)  Cllr Anderson reported that the adult football team had been playing well and had reached the Bucks/Berks Semi Final.  He was concerned that an extra team from Seer Green United may wish to play on the adult pitch next season and that the pitch could not take the extra wear.  This matter will be discussed with Seer Green United.  (Action – Cllr Anderson, Clerk)  Cllr Scourfield raised the proposal that Church Road and Orchard road should introduce a one way system round Holy Trinity Church. This proposal was first put forward by the Parish Council (and rejected by the County Council) in the 1980’s and we return to it now with the obviously far greater volumes of traffic. It is supported by all the residents on the route.  The proposal received unanimous support and contact will be made with Bucks County Council. (Action – Cllr Scourfield, Clerk)  
Next Meeting – The next Parish Council Meeting will be held on Wednesday 4th April 2012 at 7.30pm in the Parish Church Hall on School Lane.
The minutes are also available on the Parish Council website at www.seergreenparishcouncil.gov.uk. 
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