SEER GREEN PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

HELD ON WEDNESDAY 7TH SEPTEMBER 2011 COMMENCING AT 7.30 pm

Present:
Cllr D Scourfield (Acting Chairman), Cllr J Forsaith, Cllr C Hughes, Cllr N Rothwell, Cllr M Thomas, Cllr B Kane and Cllr A Anderson. 
In attendance: 
District Cllr S Patel, Mr I Hawes, Mrs K Hawes and Mrs E Bates (Clerk).  

1. OPEN SESSION:  District Cllr S Patel had recently attended a meeting for businesses at Chiltern District Council where a presentation was given about the recent changes to planning laws.  Cllr Patel had copies of the presentation available for anyone who wished to understand the changes in more detail.
2. Apologies for absence: None
Approval of Minutes of the previous meeting:  The minutes were approved by Cllr Forsaith and Cllr Hughes.
Update on Actions from Previous Meeting:  
· Paradigm residents have been sent a letter asking for their support for a funding application to Paradigm Homes to refurbish the Green Meadow playground.  So far two letters of support have been received.  Contact will now be made with Paradigm Homes to see if they will provide a contribution towards the project.  (Action – Clerk)
· Cllr Thomas reported that a recent petition in Fulmer resulted in the village introducing some traffic calming measures.  She will undertake research to find out what actions they took.  (Action – Cllr Thomas)  
Matters arising from the previous meeting not listed on the Agenda:  Nothing to add.
Risk Inspections:  The Risk Inspection book will be updated with the recent inspection by Chiltern Woodland Project.  (Action – Cllr Hughes, Clerk)
3. DECLARATION OF INTEREST:  Cllr Rothwell declared an interest in application CH/2011/1258/FAE, land adjacent To Idlewood, Manor Road, as he is a resident of Manor Road and a member of the Manor Road Residents Association. 
Correspondence:  John Morris from the Chilterns Woodland Project has inspected Green Wood and provided a management advice letter which recommends selective thinning to remove the poorest 10% of the trees.  Mr Morris also recommends the removal of all Laurel and 50% of the holly over the next 2 years. (Action – Cllr Hughes)
The Chilterns Conservation Board has asked for funding towards their work protecting the Chilterns Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty.  This request will be considered.  (Action – Cllr Rothwell)
Seer Green did not win the Best Kept Village Competition but all of the judges remarks were favourable and will be detailed in the next Newsletter.  (Action – Clerk)

Chiltern District Council has raised a Tree Preservation Order (No. 6 of 2011) for trees on land at Red Cottage Longbottom Lane.

Bucks County Council have raised a temporary prohibition of through traffic order for Chalfont Road which will be closed from 24/10 until 27/10.
4. Finance  

Payments amounting to             

    £21,623.88 were made  

Income (includes transfer from Deposit Act)     £15,310.00

Closing balances

                            £54,757.70
Lloyds Bank Mandate:- A new bank mandate for cheque signatories has been implemented for the Lloyds TSB account following changes in councillors.  The following councillors are now the signatories on the account – Cllr Scourfield, Cllr Forsaith, Cllr Hughes, Cllr Rothwell and Cllr Kane. 
New Account:- It was resolved that a new second Lloyds bank account would be opened to hold the money given by third parties which has not yet been used e.g. contributions towards the refurbishment of Green Meadow.  (Action – Cllr Scourfield)
7.
Planning

Notices of new planning applications continue to be displayed on the notice board and website.  
Permitted
CH/2011/0715/FA
15 Drovers Way, Seer Green, HP9 2XF 


Pitched roof over existing canopy porch and front projection.

CH/2011/0841/FA
7 Gurnells Road, Seer Green, HP9 2XJ


Insertion of dormer window in south western side roof slope and ground floor window in south western side elevation of existing front porch.
CH/2011/0619/FA
Land at Rear of Melody Cottage and Seer Bank Bottom Lane and Adjoining 32 Gurnells Road, Seer Green


Erection of detached dwelling with altered vehicular access.

Refused

CH/2011/0510/SA
38 Orchard Road, Seer Green, HP9 2XU


Application for a Certificate of Lawfulness for a proposed operation relating to the formation of a vehicular access, erection of a front boundary wall and pillar, and laying of hard standing.
CH/2011/0465/FA
Seer Green Railway Station, Farm Lane, Jordans

Installation of 24 metre high telecommunications column with associated equipment cabinet.

8.
PRINCIPAL AGENDA ITEMS

i. newsletter:  It was agreed to include the following articles in the next Newsletter:- Green Wood report – Cllr Hughes, Parish Councillor introduction – Cllr Anderson, Jubilee Hall update – Cllr Forsaith, War Memorial – Cllr Scourfield, Chairman’s Community Award, Shower/changing room refurbishment, Councillor vacancies, Cemetery changes, Seer Green United, Best Kept Village results, dog fouling, salt bins, Vehicle Activated Sign  – Clerk.  A draft will be prepared for the next meeting. (Action – Clerk)
9.
UPDATES ON OTHER MATTERS (Reports by Exception)

i. JUBILEE HALL: The Jubilee Hall Management Committee has now received a draft management agreement from Bucks County Council, which has now been updated and returned. Over the summer the following improvements have been made to the hall:- safer electrics, new chairs and curtains and the front doors have been repainted. We are still waiting to hear from BCC about the project to improve the toilets. (Action – Cllr Forsaith)  




        The annual budget for 2011/12 with a projected surplus of £3,150 was approved.  
ii. ENVIRONMENT:  Residents in Church Road have now received letters from BCC Transport for Buckinghamshire if their hedges encroach on to the road.  Earlier in the year a large limb of an ash tree had fallen across Footpath 16.  The majority of which has been removed.  The remaining section, which was encroaching on the path, has now been removed.  Debris from the trees at the front of Green Wood had fallen on the pavement during the recent high winds.  This area of the wood will be inspected.  (Action – Cllr Hughes)  The Vehicle Activated sign will be installed on 8th Sept and will be activated the following week.  The Seer Green Parish Council Emergency Plan was favourably approved by the Resilience Officer at BCC and will now be updated with contact numbers.  (Action – Cllr Forsaith)   A meeting with the churches has been arranged for 9th September to progress the project on providing an outside War Memorial in Seer Green. A proposal of a wooden cross surrounded by a cherry tree will be discussed.  It is planned that the memorial will be in situ for 2014, the anniversary of the beginning of WWI. The location has yet to be agreed.  (Action – Cllr Scourfield and Cllr Kane)
iii. PROPERTIES:  The refurbishment of the Shower Rooms is now complete.  The changing rooms have also been redecorated by volunteers from Seer Green adult football team and Jordans Taverners Cricket Club.  The benches will be restained/varnished.  A quotation for £1459 (including vat) was approved to replace the old damaged floor tiles with a dark blue vinyl floor covering in the changing rooms.  This will take place during the October half term holidays.  (Action – Clerk)   Due to the lack of burial space in the Cemetery it was agreed to re-landscape some areas to provide more burial plots.  A specification for the work is being prepared.  Details of this work will also be documented in the next Newsletter prior to the work being carried out.  (Action – Clerk)    Offensive graffiti had recently been sprayed on the Youth Shelter. Its removal is being arranged. (Action – Clerk)
iv. COMMUNITY LIAISON:  Nothing to report.
10.
Any Other Business:   Cllr Scourfield reported that the Chalfonts Local Area Forum arranged by Bucks County Council had not been a very productive meeting. (Action – Cllr Scourfield)   One of the recent cuts of grass on the Recreation Ground had left large clumps of grass which had to be cleared by the sports teams.  If any further issues are noticed with the grass cutting then these should be reported to the Clerk.
Next Meeting – The next Parish Council Meeting will be held on Wednesday 5th October 2011 at 7.30pm in the Parish Church Hall on School Lane.

The minutes are also available on the Parish Council website at www.seergreenparishcouncil.gov.uk. 
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