SEER GREEN PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

HELD ON WEDNESDAY 8TH JUNE 2011 COMMENCING AT 7.30 pm

Present:
Cllr J Forsaith (Acting Chairman), Cllr N Rothwell, Cllr C Hughes and Cllr M Thomas. 
In attendance: 
Mr I Hawes, Mr A Anderson and Mrs E Bates (Clerk).  

1. OPEN SESSION:  No matters were raised.  
2. COOPTION OF NEW PARISH COUNCILLOR: Mr Art Anderson was proposed to be co opted as a Councillor onto the Council, which was unanimously approved.  The legal paperwork will be forwarded to Mr Anderson to complete and return to the Clerk.  (Action – Clerk)  Two Councillor vacancies still exist.
3. Apologies for absence: Cllr D Scourfield and Cllr B Kane.
Approval of Minutes of the previous meeting:  The minutes were approved by Cllr Rothwell and Cllr Hughes.
Update on Actions from Previous Meeting:  
· The Parish Council is trying to raise funds to refurbish the playground in Green Meadow.     If Paradigm residents send letters to support this project then an application will be submitted to Paradigm Homes for £4,350. The Parish Council need to raise £12,200 to be able to apply for a larger grant from Veolia, so far £7,970 has been raised.  Contact will be made with M Lawton to get an electronic copy of the letter she had previously prepared so it can be printed on PC letterhead ready for delivery.  (Action – Cllr Hughes, Clerk)  
· New Terms and Conditions for SG United Football Team to be agreed.  (Action – Clerk) 
· Due to the recent change in Councillors the bank mandates will be reviewed. (Action – Cllr Scourfield)
Matters arising from the previous meeting not listed on the Agenda:  Nothing to add.
Risk Inspections:  The Wicksteed playground inspection report was reviewed and appropriate actions were taken (see 9.iii Properties).
4.
DECLARATION OF INTEREST:  There were no declarations of interest.
5 Correspondence:  A thank you letter was received from Mr Brian Sims for the Chairman’s Community Award and voucher. A quotation was received from M J Phillips to repair the potholes in the cemetery drive.  The quotation was approved. (Action – Clerk)  A meeting will be arranged to visit the cemetery to discuss future grave allocation.  (Action – Clerk, Cllrs)
6.
Finance  
Payments amounting to             

    £19,865.06 were made  

Income                  
   


      £3,703.33

Closing balances

                            £72,577.45

(Bank statements were unavailable.)  
The internal audit had been conducted and the auditor’s comments will be reviewed at the next meeting.  (Action – Cllr Scourfield)  The 2010/11 Audit Governance Statement was approved by the Parish Council and the annual return will now be submitted to Mazars for the external audit.  (Action – Clerk)  
7.
Planning

Notices of new planning applications continue to be displayed on the notice board and website.  
Permitted
CH/2011/0345/TP
Cedarwood, Bottom Lane, Seer Green, HP9 2UH


Coppicing of two beech trees, re-pollarding of an oak tree and crown lifting of three beech trees and an oak tree - all protected by a Tree Preservation Order.

CH/2011/0271/FA
7 Howard Road, Seer Green, HP9 2XT


Part two storey, part single storey front/side/rear extension.

CH/2011/0461/FA
31 Barrards Way, Seer Green, HP9 2YZ


Rear conservatory


CH/2011/0551/FAE
Squirrels Leap, Bottom Lane, Seer Green, HP9 2UH


Extension of time limit to planning permission CH/2008/1002/FA

The Parish Council wrote an objection as since the previous approval the government had changed the definition of previously developed land.

Refused

CH/2011/0332/SA
7 Gurnells Road, Seer Green HP9 2XJ 


Application for a Certificate of Lawfulness for a proposed operation relating to the creation of a dormer window within the south west roof slope.

8.
PRINCIPAL AGENDA ITEMS

i. COUNCILLOR ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES:  The Councillor duties were reviewed.  Cllr Thomas joined the Properties and Environment working groups.  Cllr Anderson joined the Properties working group.  A new list will be issued to Councillors and a copy will be placed on the notice board.  (Action – Clerk)
9.
UPDATES ON OTHER MATTERS (Reports by Exception)

i. JUBILEE HALL: The Jubilee Hall Management Committee is still waiting to hear from Bucks. County Council for the finalised lease and new Management Agreement. When these have been agreed the budget will be presented for approval by the Parish Council. (Action – Cllr Forsaith)  A quotation for a toilet refurbishment had been received and forwarded to BCC for their comments.
ii. ENVIRONMENT:  Green Wood is being regularly checked.  Two residents had raised concerns about a huge stem of an ash tree which has a large crack at the base and is leaning at an acute angle over FP16 (to the recreation ground).    A photograph would be taken of the tree and forwarded to BCC who will then contact the owner to have the tree inspected by a tree surgeon/arboriculturist and any necessary work carried out.  Responsibility for the tree was thought to be the owner of Manor Farm but Bucks. CC will notify the Parish Council accordingly.  (Action - Cllr Forsaith, Cllr Hughes)  Footpath clearance work had been carried out on footpath 21 and the debris had been left on the path.  BCC will be contacted to find out who had carried out the work.  (Action – Cllr Hughes)  
iii. PROPERTIES:  The Wicksteed playground inspection report was reviewed. It was agreed that signs would be ordered for the gates to provide the address of the playground in the event of an emergency.  (Action – Clerk)  The Allotments Association had asked for the Parish Council to consider making a contribution for the preparation of the new allotment gardens and the water supply pipe upgrade.  The Parish Council had contributed towards the project through the funding of the new fence.  It was hoped that the remaining funding could be secured through a Community Grant which the allotment association had recently submitted to CDC.  (Action – Clerk)  The three quotations for the shower room refurbishment were discussed.  Cllr Anderson will review them in detail and two of the companies will be contacted again to discuss the details of the quote.  (Action – Cllr Anderson, Clerk)
iv. COMMUNITY LIAISON:  The Spring Newsletter had been delivered to all residents.
10.
Any Other Business:   Cover was requested for Clerk leave.
Next Meeting – The next Parish Council Meeting will be held on Wednesday 6th July 2011 at 7.30pm in the Parish Church Hall on School Lane.

The minutes are also available on the Parish Council website at www.seergreenparishcouncil.gov.uk. 
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