SEER GREEN PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

HELD ON WEDNESDAY 13th JANUARY 2010 COMMENCING AT 7.30 pm

Present:
Cllr P Clarke (Chairman), Cllr J Forsaith, Cllr D Scourfield, Cllr N Rothwell, Cllr T Wiener, Cllr M Lawton and Cllr M Webb 
In attendance: 
Mr B Kane, Mr & Mrs Hawes, Mr A Anderson and Mrs E Bates (Clerk).  

1.
Open Session:  Mr Kane came to introduce himself to the Council and observe a full Council meeting. Mr & Mrs Hawes came to observe.
2.
Apologies for absence: Cllr C Hughes.
Approval of Minutes of the previous meeting:  The minutes were approved by Cllr Forsaith and seconded by Cllr Webb.
3.
Declaration of Interest:  Cllr Lawton and Cllr Webb declared an interest, both being residents of Hearnes Meadow, in the appeal by Manor Farm to open up an access route through Hearnes Meadow.
Update on Actions from Previous Meeting:  

· 
Two further plumbers had been contacted to provide quotations for the Pavilion refurbishment.  There had been a delay in meeting at the Pavilion because of the snow.  Once all of the quotations have been received then an application will be made for a grant from the Lottery Awards for All.  (Action – Clerk)
Matters arising from the previous meeting not listed on the Agenda:  The Chairman provided an update on recent developments regarding bus services in the village.  At the beginning of November, the Parish Council had received an email from Mr Andy Clarke BCC Passenger Services about proposed changes to the local bus service starting on 4th January.  The Parish Council wrote to say how disappointed they were with the short notice of the consultation and that unfortunately all of the options put forward were deemed to be unsatisfactory since they represent a reduction in service through Seer Green.  Following protests by local residents on 13th January the Parish Council held a constructive public meeting with Mr A Clarke and fifty residents from Seer Green and Chalfont St Giles including County Cllrs Mr M Tett and Mr T Butcher to discuss how the service might be improved.  It was agreed that three options would be investigated further:-
· A further approach by BCC to Carousel to ask them to consider re-routing the 336 service via the village. 
· A revised new 305 timetable to better suit the needs of residents (although with one driver and one bus the service would still be quite restricted).

· An alternative 305 timetable, where the 305 would be wholly or predominantly a shuttle service between Beaconsfield and Chalfont St Peter, thereby providing a more frequent service between the main connecting bus routes.  
Another Public Meeting will be held in two to three weeks to determine which option should be progressed further. (Action - Cllr Clarke)
4.
Correspondence:  The incoming correspondence was reviewed by the Council.  Chiltern District Council had sent a consultation draft of the Chiltern Community Cohesion Plan for 2010/12 which identifies how everyone can contribute to achieving social, environmental and economic wellbeing within Chiltern District.  The document will be reviewed and a draft response will be prepared for the February meeting.  (Action - Cllr Scourfield)  The Coombe Hill Monument Appeal had sent a request for a donation to improve the stability and appearance of the monument.  The Parish Council had agreed at a previous meeting that donations would not be made to organisations outside of the village.  (Action – Clerk) 

5.
Finance  
Payments amounting to             

     £3,861.22 were made  

Income                  
   


          £00.00
Seer Green Sports Committee
                 £1,625.00



Closing bank balances                        
   £47,642.79
A new deposit account had been opened with Scottish Widows and a small amount of interest had already been received. Money transfers between the Scottish Widows account and the nominated Lloyds account can only be carried out by Councillors.
6.
Planning

Notices of new Planning Applications continue to be displayed on the notice board and website.  
Refused

CH/2009/1286/FA
Yorkwood House, Long Bottom Lane, Seer Green, HP9 2UL


Detached triple garage and associated hardstanding


Parish Council objection due to the visual impact and the fact that the development would be well forward of established building line.

CH/2009/1467/FA
Fallowfield, 39 Chalfont Road, Seer Green, HP9 2QP


Single storey front extension and first floor/roof extension to existing bungalow to create two storey dwelling and installation of two dormer windows in side elevations.


Permitted

CH/2009/1368/FA
Manor Farm, School Lane, Seer Green, HP9 2YE


Construction of manege with perimeter fencing.


Parish Council objection due to the fact that it would be an inappropriate development in the absence of approved change of land use.

CH/2009/1402/FA
Wedgewood, Long Grove, Seer Green, HP9 2QH


Single storey side/rear extension to existing detached garage creating link to dwelling with roof extension to accommodate 1st floor accommodation above garage.


CH/2009/1477/FA
18 Stable Lane Seer Green HP9 2YT


Single storey side extension


CH/2009/1228/FA
Saoirse 33 Howard Road Seer Green HP9 2XT 


Single storey front, single storey rear extension, roof extension to provide first floor accommodation and detached garage


CH/2009/1520/FA
Swallow Cottage, 29 Long Grove, Seer Green, HP9 2YN


Two storey rear extension, two storey side extension and single storey rear extension


CH/2009/1436/FA
Mulberry House, 27 Gurnells Road, Seer Green, HP9 2XJ


Rear conservatory.


CH/2009/1651/FAE
Penny Oaks, Chalfont Road, Seer Green, HP9 2QP


Replacement detached house (Extension to time limit)
An appeal has been lodged by Manor Farm against the refusal of planning application CH/2009/0332/FA which is to allow the removal of Condition 4 of planning permission CH/1988/3181/FA so as to allow the unrestricted use of the existing access from Hearnes Meadow.  The Parish Council will resubmit copies of all correspondence on this matter along with a covering letter that summarises their reasons for objecting to the application.  (Action - Cllr Rothwell, Clerk)

7.
PRINCIPAL AGENDA ITEMS

i. multi user games area:  The Parish Council has given very careful consideration to the Seer Green Sports Committee’s proposal to install a Multi Use Games Area (MUGA) at the Recreation Ground.  There is strong support for appropriate development within the village to improve recreational and sporting facilities for residents.  Whilst the Council appreciated the benefits that such a project could bring to the village, they remain concerned about the scale of the planned installation and the long term ownership, maintenance and operational issues.  The Parish Council therefore resolved not to support the proposal to install a Multi User Games Area at this time.  A letter will be sent to the Seer Green Sports Committee advising of this decision and encouraging dialogue on alternative schemes.  (Action – Clerk)
ii. cctv:  All the Councillors had viewed the Home Office DVD about CCTV and discussed the issues of managing and operating the system including the cost of installation.  As the issues outweighed the perceived benefits it was resolved not to take the project further at this time.
iii. RISK ASSESSMENT: The Financial and Asset Management area of the risk assessment was reviewed and updated.  No significant changes were identified.  The Properties Working Group Area will be reviewed at the February meeting and the Environment Working Group Area at the March meeting, following which a new version of the assessment will be printed. The Community Liaison Working Group Area will be reviewed in April. (Action – Properties Working Group, Cllr Rothwell)
8.
UPDATES ON OTHER MATTERS (Reports by Exception)

i. ENVIRONMENT:  A resident reported that a man with a shotgun was shooting wood pigeons in Green Wood.  Shooting is not allowed in Green Wood and the Police have been advised.   
ii. PROPERTIES:  Jubilee Hall – Update on Progress: Cllr Scourfield had audited the accounts for Jubilee Hall.  Bucks Community Action were writing to the Charities Commission on behalf of the Parish Council for advice on transferring the hall to the Parish Council as Sole Trustee.
iii. COMMUNITY LIAISON: Notification of Councillor: Cllr Nicholls had decided to resign from the Council in December.  A notification for a new Parish Councillor was placed on the notice board and website in December.  Any interested residents would be able to be co-opted at the February Meeting.  Cllr Webb volunteered to take on the responsibility for the Community Liaison Working Group.
9.
Any Other Business: It was agreed to plant new cherry trees in Green Meadow to replace the trees that were vandalised last year. (Action – Clerk)
Next Meeting – The Parish Council meeting will be held on Wednesday 3rd February 2010, at 7.30 pm in the Pavilion at the Recreation Ground.

The minutes are also available on the Parish Council website at www.seergreenparishcouncil.gov.uk. 
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